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PREFACE. 


Reader, 


" O matter who, but what; and 
yet if thou wouldſt know the Au- 
"thor, he is an Engliſh-Man, 
and therefore obliged to this Country, and the 
Laws that made him Free, 


That fiagle Conſideration were enough te 
command this Undertaking ; fox "tis to per- 
ſwade hu Gountry «Men to be delivered of 


the greateſt Yoke a Nation can well Suffer 


under ; Penal Laws for Religion, 1 mean. 
| And 


"The Preface. 


eAnd now thou haſt, both the who, and 
what . If thou ars Wiſe and Good, thou 
art above my Epethites, and more my Flat- 
teries; If not, Tam in the Right to let 'um 
alone. Read, Think and Judge. Liber- 
ty, Engliſh and Chriſtian, z all that-is ſought 
#n the enſuing Diſcourſe. h 


Adieu. 
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with Publick Matters, and yet my Duty to the Publick 
will not let me be Silent. "They that move by Princi- 
ples muſt not. regard 7 mes nor Fattions, but what is 
14ſt,and what is hoourable ; an 1 That no Man ought to 
icruple, nor no 'Time or Intereſt te Conteſt, 

The ſingle Queſtion I go upon,and which does immediately 
concern and exerciſe the minds of the "Thinking, as well as 
Talking Men of this Kingdom, 1s,whether zt be fit to repeal the 
Penal Laws and Teſts, in matters of Religion, or not. Itake 
the affirmative of the Queſtion, and humbly ſubmit my Rea- 
ſons to every reaſonable Conſcience. I ſay reaſonable,becauſe 
"i hat which knows not its own Duty,Principles and Interett, is 
- not {o,and That which is not willing todo to others as it would 
| be doneby, leſs deſerves to be thought 1o. 

Now there are three ſorts of People that will find them- 
{elves concerned in this Queſtion; 7 he Church of England,the 
Roman Catholick, and the Proteftant Diſſenter, and theſe make. 
up the whole body of the Kingdom ; If it appear to be their 
Duty, Principles and Intereſt, the Queition 1s gain'd, and no 
body 1s left to complain; and if T am miſtaken, it 15 with fo 
oreat an inclination to ſerve them all, that their good nature 
cannot but plead my excule, eſpecially when they confider 1 
am neither mov'd by Hopes nor Fears. Privace Loſs or Gain be- 
1ng farther from my thought, then I hope they are from a good 


underſtandins, I f 


Muſt own, it is my Averſion at this time, to meddle 


Pd 


(2) 

[ fuy, fr, then.itis the Duty or all of them, becauſe they 
all protels that Religion which makes1t their common duty to 
do it; Chriſtiazity,{ mean : For no Chriſtian ovght to deprive 
any man of his Native Right tor matters of Faith and Wor- 
{hip towards God, in the way that he thinks moſt agreeable 
to the will of God ; becaule it is necellary to a Chriſtian to 
belicve that Faith is the giitof G94 alone,.and that He only is 
Lord of Conlcicnce, and 15able truly to culighten, perſwade, 
and eftabliſhir; and conſequently that prejudicing men in 
their Perlons or Eſtares, or depriving them of any itation in 
the Government, they might otherwiſe, 1n their turn, be ca- 
ble to ferve the Publick 1n, 1s contrery to the tenderncls and 
<quity of that Religion ; which will yet turther appear, if we 
conſider that Chriltiaaity 1s the fole Religion of. the World, 


that is built on the Principles of Love ; which brought with it 


the greatcit Evidences of "Truth. Equally convincing our 
Undertandings with its Lzght, and bearing down our Sences 
"vith its Miracles : Which filenc'd the Oracles of the Heathens 
by the Divine Power preſent with it, and vanquiſht their 
Hearts, that had left nothing elſe to conquer, leading Kings 
and Emperors with their Courts and Armies 11 triumph atter 
the deſpiſed Crofs of him, who was the holy and bleiſed Au- 
thor of it. | 

It was he that laid not his Religion in worldly Empire, ncr 
uſed the methods of worldly Princes to Propagate it ; as it 


came from Heaven, {o That only ſnould have the honour of 


proteRting and promoting 1t. His whole bulineſs to man- 


kind, from firit to /alt, was Love, *T was firit Love in his. 


FF) 
FI 


Father to fend h:m (as St John teaches) God /o loved the 
World that 'he ſet his Son, &c. It was love in Jeſus Chriſt 
to come cn that Arrand ; that he, who thought it xo Robbery to 
be equal with God, ſLould take the form of a Servant to adopt 
wu Chiiaren, and make himſelf of no Reputation with the 
; | World, 
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' World , that he micht make us of Reputation with God his 


Father. 


And he did not only come in much Love, but preactrt it 
and prefſt it both to Friends and Foes ; Love one anather, Love 
Enemies, de good to them that hate you, forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt yow ; what you would that other men ſh6+1d 
do unto you, do that unto them ; by theſe things ſha'l all men 


b 


| know you are my Diſciples; for I came not to deſtroy mens 


Lives, no, not for Religion it {elf ; for my Kingdom, Power, 
Force, Weapons,and V iEtory are not of this World, In all tins 
Love prevails. It was his great, his new, his laſt Command- 
ment ; of all his Diſciples, the molt-perſued by his beloved 
One, that in his Boſom had learn'd Is Heart, as his Divine 
Doctrine of Love in his Epiltles tells us. 

As he Liv'd in Lov-, {ohe Died in Love, with us, and for 
us, and that while we were Rebellious too; ay, he Pray'd and 
Dy d for them who put him to Death , ſbewing us ( favs 


St Peter \an example that we alſo ſhould follow his Steps. And what 


are they ? doubtleſs the Steps of Love, the Path he trod : To 
do good to mankind, Enemies as well as Friends, - that we 
may be like our heavenly Father, that cauſes his Sun to ſhine, 


and his Rain to fall upon the Tuſt and Unjuſi, This muſt 


be the Apoſtles meaning, for the reſt of his Paſſion was 
Inimitable. 
Now ifthis be the Doftrine of Chriſt, the Vatare of C hriſti- 


 enity, the Practice of the Primitive Church, that, like Adam, 
-was Created in full Strength, Beauty and Wiſdom, and foan 
Example to ſucceeding Ages of Religion, and to which we ſo 
©. oft-n re:eras our Original ; with what pretence to a Chriſtian 
"Conſcience can any one ttickl? to keep Impriſoning, Baniſh- 
ang, Inpoveriſhing, Hanging and Quartering. Laws on toot 


for Religion fake, our cipectally againſt ſuch as are by Creed 
profeſſors of Chrittianity as well as themſelves; 
"D"'2 3 


All... _ 
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I know the Caſe is put hard by thoſe that have the Laws: 
on thcir ſide, Me do this to ſave our ſelves; but an harder 
Caſe then Chriſts can never be put whoſe aniwer in his,ought 
to reſolve theirs fully, 

Chrilt is ſent by his Father for the Salvation of the World ; 
He introduces and proves his Miftion by Miracles, and the 
great authority of his Word ani Dottrine : His Followers 
fully atizfied who he was, whence he came, what he taught, 
and how eminently confirm d, grew {MPaAtient at Contradicti- 
on ; they could not bear the leait Ditſent ; for when ſome of 
the Samaritans refaled to entertain their Lord, becaule they 
thought he was 20inz for Jernſalem, the place of their greateſt 
averiion ; theſe: Diſciples were for having but the Word from 
his Mouth, and they would, in imitation of E/ijah, have 
called for Fire from Heaven to have deſtroy'd them. But he 
turned 1nd reouked them,. and [aid,ye know #0t what -MAanner -of 
Spirit z- are of, for the Son of man is not come to Deftroy 
mens Lives but to DAV? them. This anſwer 1s to purpole, 
and for all times, to þ: ſure Chriſtian ones ; and the higher 
the Pretentions of any Party are to Chriſtianity, the more 
inexcuſable if they practice the contrary. Would not Chriſt 
then hurt them that refuſed him, and can we hurt our Netgh- 
bors for not receiving us? * He rondemaed that Spirit.in his 
Diſciples, and {hall we uphold the ſame Spirit, and that by 
Law too, which he condemned by his Goſpel ? This is k&il{rzg 
for Gods ſake,exprafly charg'd by Chrift with Impiety. They 
ihall think, ſays tie 10 his Diſciptes, they do God good ſervice to 
kill you ; who ſhouid think ſo ? why the Chriſtian Perſecutors, 
Is it then Property to doſo ? yes, what ſhall one think tlien 
of thoſe Chrittians that profeſs ir | 

The Jews were grievouſly puniſhed of God, for that« abo- 
rriination of Sacrificing their Children to och, ..but theſe 
Laws, thougtrthey change the Object, tiey have not leflen'd 


x SS 
the Sin; for they offer up Man Woman and Child,. and tho my 
lay "tis #0 God, no matter for that, ſince it makes their caſe 
worſe, for tis to imagin that ſo good, fo juſt, ſo ſenſible, ſo 
merciful a Beeing can take pleaſure in ſo much Cruelty. Well, 
but if we muſt not knock Folks on the Head, what muſt we dowith 
them? takean anſwer at the Mouth of Truth and Wildom. Lee - 
the Tears and Wheat grow together till the Harveſt ; whats . 
that ? he tells you, *7#s the erd of the World; \o that whatever 
the Church of Ezg/azd is, *cis certain Chriſt is for a Tolera- | 
tion, and his Doctrine is always in Faſhion ; what-he was, he 
is, and will be ; he went not by Reaſons of State; or Cuſtoms 
of Countries ; his Judgment was better built, who came to 
give Law,and not to receive it, and tis a Light and Rule to all 
times: And He that loves Father, or Mother, or Wife, or 
Child; en, or Houſe, or Land better then him, that is, his Do- 
Frine (of which this is ſo great a part) i not worthy of him ; 
and I fear no other. reaſon enduces the Church of "Exg/azd to: 
decline 1t. 
To confirm what has beenfaid, tho I deſign Brevity, let 
me not loſe another Paſſage very pregnant to our purpoſe ; 
when his Diſciples had cmplihe their firſt Miſſion, at their 
return they gave him the Hutory of their Travels: Among 
the relt, they tel] him of one they met with, that in his Name 
caſt out Devils, but becauſ-: he wou'd not follow with them, 
they forbad him; here.is at at a Diſlenting Chriſtian, tho 
a Believer, yet it ſeems not one of that cloſer Congregation; 
we allo ſee their Zeal and Sentence.But what'ſays the Maſter; 
yet alive, and with them, -the 1nfallible Do&tor, in whoſe 
Mouth was no Guile, who had not the Spirit by meaſure, an4 
was the great Wiſdom of God to his People, was he of the 
{me mind, or.did, he leave tkem without rulein the Point-? 
His anſwer is this. Azd Jeſus ſaid to them, toxbid him m ot, 
for he that is not againſt us is for us. The Prohibition is taken 
| TA 
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o?, and their Judgment revers'd,and from his, to be ſure,there 
lies ro Appeal. For tho a power of Deciſion were allow'd to 
{ome one or more on Earth,in matters obicure & undetermin'd, 
yet in caſes already adjndzed by the Sor of God himſelf, who had 
ihe C hair, ard could not Err. there can be noroom for another 
Judge, Pos 

Now to apply it, I-mult firft ſay, Ihnd no ſuch Diſciples 
among thoſe that a. e of the fide of keeping up the Penal Laws; 
God knows,the diſparity 1s but toounequal. But next, if they 
were all Twelve in Weſtminſter Abby, and ſhould be of the ſide 
of upholding the Penal Laws (which is the wrong fide chey 
were of before) Iſhould beg their Pardon, if 1 were of their 
Maſters mind, and objected his Wiſdom to their Zeal, and his 
Gentle Rule to eheir harſh and narrow Judgment. And I be- 
{eech the-Church.of Ezgland to conlider, that no pretence can 


excule her Diſſent, and lefs her croſs practice to the Judgment 


of her Saviour: A Judgment that ſeems given and ſetled for the 
Condutt of the Church on the like occaſions in ſucceeding times. 
And'tis pitty any worldly thing thouid have place with her to 
divert her Obedience. Did Chriſt then come to fave mens 
Lives, and not to deſtroy them ? and ſhould ſhe (ſhe T lay 
that pretends to be a reformed Church) uphold thoſe Laws 
that do deſtroy them ? He, Alas! went to- another Village 
inſtead of burning them,or theirs,for refuſing hun: And 1he 
forbids any, that belongs to any other , to lodge in hers, upon 
pain of looſing Lite or Eſtate ; I his may make her a $49-4- 
ritax indeed ; but not-the good Diie, whoſe example woutid 
have taught her, . inſtead of theſe ſharp and ruder Remidies, 


.to have poured the Gyle of Peace and Gladneſs into thole 


Chops and Wounds that Time and Heats of all hands had 
made in every R<liz:ous party of Men. Nor does ſhe-lule 
any thing by repcaling thoie Laws, but the power of Perle- 


- cuting, aud a Gvvd Church would agyer have the Lempration 


Cone. 


hy Fd 

ING KAÞ th 
Come. Some body muſt begin to forgive, let het not leave that 
honour to another, nor draw upon her ſelf the guilt and miſ=- 
chief of refuſing it.. She pretends to. fear the ſtrokes of the 
Romaniſts, but I would fain know of her, if following their 
example will convert them, or ſecure her? does [he hope to 
kee;: them out by the Weapons that have faild in their hands, 
or can {ſhe honourably Hs or Pec{ecution.in them,and yet ule 
it hier [eli ? 

Bur {he is extreamly ſcandal'd and ſcared at the ſeverity upon 
Proteſtants in France, *Tis certainly very ill ; but do not the 
Laws {ne is1o fond of point at theſame Work, Confounity, 
or Ruin. And don't we kaow,that in ſome Places,and upon 
ſone Parties ter Magiſtrates have plow'd.as deep Furrows, 
eſpecially within theſe ſix and twenty Years... Husbaxds ſepe- 
rated from their Wives, Parents from their Children, the Wid- 
dows Bed and the Orphans Milk made a prize for Religion, Houſes 
ftript, Barns and Fields [wept clean, Priſons crowaea without 


regard to Sex or Ape, and (ome of both ſorts Dungin a to Death, 


and all for Religion. If the ſays they were peevifo Men, Big- 
gots, or mov'd by private Intereſt, ſhe {till made the Laws, 
and ſays. no more for her ſelf than the French lay for their 
King, which yet ſhe retuſesto take for an Anſwer. .. Perhaps I 


could parralel ſome of the ſevereſt paſſages in that Kingdom . 
out ot the Actions of ſome Members of the Church of Eg. . 


land in cool Blood, that areeven yet for continuing the ' Pexal 
Laws upon their plunder'd Neighbours ; fo that this RefleCtion 


of hers upon Frazce, is more popular then juſt trom her, Bur . 
{ beſcecl: her to look upon -a Country four tunes bigger then 


#7 ance, Germany | mean, and ſhe will there ſee both Religions 
practis'd with great Eaſe and Amity, yet of this we mult nor 
hear one Word : I hope it 15 not for tear of imitating it. How 
ever tis difingenious to object the miſchiets of Popery to a 
general Eale, when we lee it 18 the way to prevent them. 


This 


 ©% 
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* This is but in the name of Popery to keep all to her ſelf,as well 
from Protettant Diflenters, as Roman Catholicks. Huw 
Chriſtian, how equal, how ſafe, that narrow method 15, be- 
comes her well to conſider, and methinks ſhe ought nourt- to be 
long about 1t. 

I know ſhe flatters herſelf and others too-believe, ſhe 1s-2 
Bulwark againitPopery ; and with that, without any turther 
{ecurity to other Proteſtants, wipes her Mouth ot all old 
icores, and makes her prefent court for Afﬀittance. But when 
that'word Bulwark is examin'd, I ftear it appears to mean no 
more than'this, 7 hat ſhe would keep out -Popery for that reaſon, 
for which ſhe apprehends Popery would tury her out, viz. Cem- 
p02al Fnterett. But may 1 without oftence ask her,when ſhe 
kept Perſecution out ? Or if ſhe keeps out Popery for an 
bodies ſake but her own ' Nay,it it denot to hold the Power 
fe has in her hands, that ſhe would trighten other Parties 
(now ſhe has done her worſt) with what miſchief Popery 
would do them when it has Power. But to ſpeak freely, 
can ſhe be a Bulwark in the Caſe, that has been bringing the 
wortt part of Popery in theſe ſix and twenty Years, it Perſe- 
cution be lo as ſhe ſays it 15% This would be call'd Cantizg to 
the World in others. Burt I hear fbe begins to ſee her fault, is 
hertily forry for it, "and promiſes to do ſono more: And 
why may not Popery be as wiſe, - that has-alſo burnt her 
Fingers with the - wed work ? Their praying tor eaſe by Law 
looks as if they chole "That rather than Power for ſecurity ; 
and if ſo, why may not the Papiſts Live, as well as She Raign ? 
I am none of their Advocate, I am no Papiſt, but I would be 
juſt and merciful too. However, I mult tell her, that keeping 
the Laws on foot, by which {he did the mitchiet, 1s none of the 
plaineſt evidences of her Repentance : They that can believe 
'4t, have little reaſon to quarrel the unaccountableneſs of 
TranlubRantiation, Ls it unjuſt 1n Popery to invade her 

Priviledges, 
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' Priviledges, and can it be juſt jn her to provoke it, by deny- 
ing a Chriſtian Liberty ? or can ſhe expe&t what the will not: 
give? or not doas ſhe would be doneby, becauſe ſhe fears 
others will not obſerve the ſame Rule to her* Js not 
this doing evil that good may come of it, and that uncertain 
too, againſt an exprels Command as well as common Charity! 
But to ſpeak freely, whether we regard the Circum#tances of 
the King, the Religion of his Children, the incqualiry of the 
Number andStrength of thoſe of each of their Communions, 
we mult conclude,that the Averſlon of the Church of Ezgl/ana 
to this intreated Liberty, cannot reaſonably be thought to 
come from the fear {he bas of the prevalency of Popery, but 
the loſs of that Power the Law gives her to domineer over all 
' Diſſenters. And 1s not this a Kare Motive tor a Chriſttan 
Church to continue Penal Tawsfor Religion ? If her Piety be 
not able to maintain'her upon equal terms, methinks her ha- 
ving ſomuchthe whip hand & ſtart of all others, ſhould fatishe 
her Ambition, and quiet her Fears ; for 'tis poflible for her to 
keep the Churches 1t tag Laws were aboliſhed ; all the diffe- 
rence is, the could not Force : | She might perſwade and con- 
vince what ſhe could: And pray, is not that enough for a 
true Church, without Goales, Whips, Halters and Gibbetrs ? 
- O what Corruption 1s this that has prevaild over men of fir-h 
\ pretentions to Light and Conſcience ? that they donor. - or 
. will not, ſee nor teel their own Principles one remove from 
themſelves ; but ſacrifice the nobleſt part of the Reformation 
to Ambition, and compell mea to truckle their tender Con- 

- Ictences to the Grandure and Dominion of their Bottors. 
| Bur becauſe the Sons of the-Church of Ezg land keen, vt $f; 
time, {ſuch a ſtir-in her favour, & fix herexcellency in hex OPP Y 
ſition to Popery, 1t 15 worth while to confider a lietlef arther, if 
really tne moſt feared and diſagreeable part of Popery in he; 
own opinion, does not belong to tier, and it it does, ſhould we 
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not in a fine Condition, to be in Love with our Fetters, and 
to Court our Miſery ? 

That part of Popery which the Church of Exglazd with 
moſt ſucceſs objes againſt, 1s her /7o/eace. This is that ſhe 
can only pretend to fear : Her Doctrines ſhe partly Profeſles, 
or thinks ſhe can eaſily refute. No body counts her Dottors 
Cornjurers for their 'iranſubſtantiation, or dangerous to the 
Scate for their Beads, or their Purgatory. But forcing others 
to their Faith, or ruining them for refuſing it, is the terrible 
thivs we are tanght by her to apprehend. . Now granting this 
to bethe caſe, in reference to the Roman Religion, where it 
is 1a the Chair. I ask,if the Church of Ezg/azd,with her bet- 
ter DoCtrines, has not been Guilty of this Impiety,and for that 

auſe more blamable then the Church ſhe oppoſes ſo ruch ? 
we look into her As of State, we.find them many,and 
bitter, againſt all ſorts of Diſlenters. .. There is nigh. twenty 
Laws made, and yet in force, to conſtrain Confarmity, and 
they have been executed. too, as far and as often as ſhe thought . 
it fit for her Intereſt tolet them. » Some have been Hang'd, 
many Baniſh't, more Imprifoned, and ſome to Death ; and abun- 
dance Impoveriſh't ; and all this meerly for Religion : Tho, by 
a baſe and barbarous uſe of Words, it has been call'd Treaſop, 
Sedition, Routs and Riots.; the worſt of aggravations, ſince 
they are not contented to make People unhappy for their 
Difſent,but rob them of all they had letr, zherr Innocency. This 
has been her State ACt, to coin Guilt,and make men dangerous, 
ro have her ends upon them. But that..way of Palliating 
Perſecution, by rendring a thing that it is not, and puniſh- 
ing men for Crimes they never commited, ſhow but little 
Conſcience in the Projectors. The Church of Ezglazd crys 
out againſt Tranſubſtantiation, becauſe of the Invilibility of 
the Change. She don't ſee Chriſt there, and therefore he is 
not there, and yet her Sons do the ſame thing. For tho all the 


tokens 
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- tokens of a Riot are as inviſible in a Diſſenters Meeting, as 
that in the 'Tranſubſtantiation, yet it muſt be a Riot without 
any more to do; the Engliſh of which is, *tis a Riot to pray 
| to God in the humbleit and peaceableſt manner in a Con- 
 venticle, 

I know it is ſaid, The Blood-ſhed in the fore-going Raign,and 
the Plots of the Papiſts againſk Queen Elizabeth, drew thoſe 
| Laws from the Church of England. But this was no reaſon 
why {he {hould do ill becauſe they had done fo: Beſides,it may 
be anſwer'd; that that . Religion having ſo long intermixt 1t 
ſelf with: worldly Power,” It gave way to take the revenges 
of it. And certainly the great men of the Church of Ezgland 
endeavouring, t9 :ntercept 2meen Mary,by proclaiming the Lady 
_ Jane Gray, ad the apprehenſion the Papiſis had of the better 

Title of Mary Queen of Scots, - together with a long Poſſeſſion, 
were {curvy . Temptations to: kindle 1ll delignes againſt that 
. extraordinary Queen. - But tho: nothing, can excule and leſs 
| juſtifie thoſe cruel proceedings ; yet if there-were any reaſon 
for the Laws, it 15 plainly removed, for the Intereſts are 
joyr'd, and have been ſince King Fames the firſt came to the 
- Crown. : However, tis certain there were Laws enough, or 
they might have had them,to punith all civil Enormities, with- 
out the neceſſity of. making any againſt them as Papiſts. And 
{o the civil. Government had .{tood upon its own Legs, and 
Vices only. againſt it had been puniſhable by it. In ſhort, it 
was the FA itep that was made- in all that great Queens 
Raign, & the moſt diſhonourable tothe Principles of the firſt 
Reformers, and therefore I know-no better reaſon why it 
ſhould be continued, than that which made the Card:zal in 
the Hiſtory of the Council of Trent oppoſe the Reformation 
at Rowe. That tho it was true that they wee in the wrong, 
yet the admitting of it «pprov'd the judgment of their Enemies, 
& ſo good-nizht to Infallt = Let not this þe the Practice _ 
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the Church of Exg/and,ant the rather,becauſe the does not-pre-+ 
tend to it ; Bur let her refte, that ſhz has Iolt her King trom. 
her Religion, and they that have gor him, naturaily hope for. 
ealc tor theirs by him, that "tis the end they labour'd, anu the, 
great ule they have for him, and 1 would fain wonder that ſhe 
never {aw it before ; but whether the did or no, why thould 
ſhe begrudg it, at leaft refuſe it now ? fance_'ris plain, .thar. 
cliere 15 norhing we eſteem dangerous. in Popery that other 
{2ws are n0: ſufficient to ſecure us from: Have we not enough 
ofthem?let Her think of more,and do the belt the can tagdz/cover 
Plotters, puniſh Traitors ſuppreſs the Seditiows,and keep the Peace 
beitey than thoſe we have can enableus todo: But tor Gods 
iake,let us never direCt Laws againſt men for cauſe of Religion, 
or puniſh them before they have otherwiſe done amiſs. Let 
mens Works, not their Opinions turn the Edg of the Magi- 
{trates Sword againſt them,elſ{c *cis Beheading them before they 
are Born. ns 

By the common Law of this Kingdom there mult be ſome 
real and Proper Over tadt that proves Treaſon ; ſome Malice 
that proves Sedition ; and ſome wrolert attion that proves a 
Rout or Riot. If ſo any ſort of Religious Orders the one, 
or Praying to Godin a way out of faſhion, the other, is pre- 
poltrous, and puniſhing People for it, down right Murder or 
breach of the Peage, according to the true uſe of words and the 
old Law of England, _ * | 

It the Church of England fears. the growth-of Popery, let 
her be truer to the Religion {ſhe own s and betake her ſelf to 
Faith,rather than ſorce,by a Pics, purbleand a Good Example: 
To convince and perſwade, which is the. higheſt honour to any 
Chutch,% the greateſt victory over Men, I am for a National 
Church as well as ſhe, ſoit be by Conſerr, and not. by con- 
ſtrazat. But coercive Churches have the [ame Principle, ,cho 
not the lame Intereſt, A Church, by Law eftablijhr, isa 
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rate Church, and that is noargument of verity," unleſs. the. 
42:2 thezt makes her fo be infallible ; and becauſe that will - 
2 2 :4icrted, the other can never oblige the Conſcience, and 
\. 00:-711encly the compultion ſhe uſes, is unreafonable. This 
ry Vrinciple juſtifies the King of France, and the Inquiſition. 
For 1.»ws being equally of force in all Countrys where they 
a" :432(ic, it mult beas much a fault in the Church of Eng lands 
jaugment to be 4 Proteſtant at Rome, or a Calviniſt at Parr, 
as to bea Paprſt at London: Then where is Truth or Conlci- 
ence but in the Laws of Countrys ? which render s her an 
Hobbiſt, notwithſtanding her long and loud Clamours againtit . 
the Leviathan. _* | 

Theg her, for the love of Chriſt, -that ſhe would think ot 
theſe things,and not eſteem me her Enemy for pertorming the . 
part of fo good a Friend, Plain dealing becomes that Cha- 
ratter; no matter whether the way be agreeable, fo it be. 
right : We areall to doour Duty, and kave the reitto God : 
He can beſt anſwer for our obedience, that Commands it; 
and our dependance upon his word, will be our ſecurity in our 
Condutt. What: weight 1s it to a Church, . that ſhe is.#he | 
Church by Law Eftabliſht', when no humane Law can make a 
true Church? A true Church is of Chrifts making, and is by 
Goſpel  Eſtabliſht. Tis a reflection toa Church that would 
be thought true, to foop to humane Law for her Eſtablith- 
ment---- I have been often ſcandal'd at that Expreſſion from 
the Sons of the Church of Ezg1and, eſpecially thoſe of the, 
Robe, what da you talk for ? our Religion is by Law EftabliſYf t, 
as if that determin'd the queſtion of; its Truth againtt all other 
perſwalions. 

The Jews had this to ſay againit our Saviour, We have a. 
Law, and by our Law he ought to Dye. The Primitive Chriftt-: 
ans, and jome of our firſt Reformers Dyed as by Law ct ab!1ſh- 
ea, 1t that would mend the matter ; þut does that _ 
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| lawful to a Chriſtian Conſcience? we muſt ever demurito 


this Plea. No greater . Argument of a Churches defe&ion 
from Chriſtianity than turning Perſecutor. Tis true, the 
Scripture lays, The Earth ſhall help the Woman, but that was 
to ſave her ſelf, 0 to deſtroy others : : For *tis the token that's 
given by the Holy Ghoſt of afalſe Church; That none muſt 
Buy or Sell in her Dominions that will not receive her Mark in 
their Forehead,..or Right-hand. . That is, by going to Church 
azain{t Conſcience,, or-bribing lultily-to ſtay at Home, 

Things don't change, tho men do. Perlecution is ſtill the 
ſame,let the Hand alter never ſo often ; But the Sin may nat : 
For doubtleſs it is greatelt in thoſe that make the higheſt 
claim to Reformation. -For while they plead their own Light 
for doing {o, they hereby endeavour to extinguiſh anothers 
Light that can't concur. -. What a man can't do, it is not his 
fault he don't do, nor ſhould he be compell"d to do it, and at leaſt 
of all puniſht for not doing it. No Church cangive Faith, and 
therefore can't force it ; for what & Conſtrain'd is not Believ'd ; 
ſince Faith is in that ſence free, and conſtraint gives no timeto 
aſſent ;I ſayywhat T don't will is potTI,& what I don't Chooſe is none 
of mine, and axothers can't [aveme, tho it ſhould ſave him. So 
that this method never obtains the end deſign'd, fince it Saves 
no body, becauſe it Converts no body ; it. may breed Hypo- 
crifie, but that is quite another thing than Salvation. 

What then is the uſe of Penal Laws? _ only to ſhow the 
Sincerity of them that Suffer, and Cruelty of thoſe that make 
and execute them. Andall time tells us they have ever fail'd 
thoſe that have lean'd upon them; They have always been 
looſers at laſt ; Beſides, it is a moit unaccountable obſtinacy in 
the Church of Erglazd to itickle to upaold them, for after 
having made it a matter of Religion ani Conſcience to Ad- 
dreſs the late King in behalf of This, to tink he ſhould leave 
Conſcience behind him ia Flanders, or when they TY on 

um 
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him-to the Crown, that he ſhould ſend it thither upon a 
Pilgrimage,is want of wit at beſt, pardon thecenſfure. Could 


they Conlcientioully oppoſe his Excluſion for his Religion, 
and now his Religion becauſe he will not leave it ? Or can 


they reaſonably maintain thoſe Teſts that excluded him when 
Duke of Tork, while they endured none to hinder him from 
the Crown ? I heartily beg the Churchof Exglands excule, if I 
ſay I can't comprehend her : Perhaps the fault is mine, but 
ſure I am ſheis extreamly dark. -How could ſhe: hope for this 
King without his Conſcience? or conceive: that his Honour 
or Conſcience would let him leave the Members of his Com- 
munion under the laſh of fo many Deſtroying Laws ? © would 
ſhe be lo ſerv'd by a Prince of her own Religion, and ſhe in 
the like Circumſtances? - She would -not,- let- her-talk- till 
Dooms-Day. 

To objett the Kzngs promiſe, when he came'to the Crown, 
againſt the repeal of the Penal Laws, ſhows not his Infince- 
rity, but her Uncharitableneſs, or that really ſhe has a very 
weak place: For it 1s plain the King fir ft declared his own 
Religion, and then promrſed'to maintainhers; but was that to 
be withoutz or together with his own? His Words ſhows he 
intendedthat his own: ſhould Live, thot'other might Rates. * 
I fay again, 4t 15 notcredible that a Prince of any. Sincerity can - 
refuſe a being to his own Religion, when he continues another 
in its well being. This were to att upon Srate not Conſcience, 
and to make more Conlcience-to uphold a Religion: he cannot 
be of, than of giving eaſe to oxe his Conſcience obliges bim tobe 
of. - I cannot imagin how thts thought cold enter into any 
Head that had Brains, or-Heart that had Honelty. And to 
ſay true, they mult be a ſort of State Conſciences, Conſcren- 
ces AS by Law Effablifhd, that can follow the Law againft 
their Convictions. 

But this 1s notall Thaveto obſerve from that objeftion ; It 
implies too evidently, firſt, that ſhe thinks her ſelf ſhaker, if 
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the Penal Laws be repeald ; then by Law F.tabliſh't ſhe 
muſt mean, Efablifh't by thoſe Penal Laws, Seconliy, that 
the King having promis'd to maintain .. , 43 by Law eſta» 
bliflt, he ought not toendeavour their repeat vy which ſhe is eff a- 
bliſp't. T confeſsthis is very clſe arguing, but then ihe mult 
not take it ill, if all men think her ill tounded ; for any thing 
mult be ſo, that is eſtabliſh's by deſtroying Laws ? Laws, 
that 7;me and Prafice have declared Enemies to Property and 
Corſcience. - O-let her not hold by that Charter, nor Point 
thither. for her. eſtabliſhment and defence, if ſhz would be 
thought a Chriſtian Church. 

Plutarch had rather one ſhould think there never was ſuch a 
Man in the World, than that Plutar ch was an ill man. Shall 
the Church of. Ezgl/and, that glory's ma greater light, be 
more concern'd for her power, than her Credit ? To be, thanto 
be that which ſhe ſhould be ? T would ſay; far be it from her, 


for her own ſake, . and which is of much moremoment;tor the 
lake of the general Cauſe of Religion. 


Let us ſee therefore if there be not another way of under- 


ſanding thoſe words, more-Decent tothe King,and more hon- 
curable for her. . viz, that ſhe is 1n the National Chair, has 
the Churches and Revenzes, and is Mother of thoſe that do not 


adhere to any ſeparate Communion,and that theKijng has promiſed 


-to maintain her.in this Poſt from the invaſions of 4 other per- 


{waſion that would wreſt theſe Priviledges out of her hands : this 
he promis'd formerly ; this he has very particularly repeated 
1n his gracious Declaration : But to Ruin Men that would not 
Conform, while himſelf was fo great a Diſſenter, and came 
ſuch, to her knowledge, tothe Crown, can be no part of his 
promiſes in the opinion of -common, {ence and charity, Ts 
there no Ditterence to be obſerved between not turning her 
out, and Deſtroying all others not of her Communion : He 
will not turn her out, there's his promiſe, and he has not done 
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there's his pzrformanze: Nor will he do it;T am confident,if ſh: 
pleaſes. Bur chere 13 no manner of neceſlity from this Engzage- 
ment that all Parties ele are robe Contounded. Tho ifir were 
Mo, *tis ll Divinity to-prefs ſuch Promiſes upon a Princes Con- 
Acience,that can't beperform'd witha good One by Any Body. 

Let her remember how often fhe has upbraided her Diſſen- 
ters with this, Render to Ceſar the things that are Cafars,whillt 
they have returned upon her t'other-half of 'the Text, and 
render unto God the things that are Gods, Tt happens now 
*that God and Ceſar are both of a mind, which perhaps does 

not always fall out, at leaſt about the Point in hand. © Will 
ſhe Difſent from both now ? Her caſe, believe me, will be 
doubtful then. I beg herto be Conſiderate. ?T'is the great- 
eſt time of T'ryal ſhe has met with ſince ſhe was a Church. 
To acquit her ſelf likea Member of Chritſts Univerſal Oae, 
let her keep nothing that voids her pretentions. 'The Babr/o- 
#iſþ Garment will undo her. PraCtices Inconſiltant with her 
'* -Reformation will ruin her. The Martyrs Blood Won the 
Day, and- her Severity has almoſt loſt it. They Suffer'd by 
Law, ſhe makes Laws for Suffering. Ts this an Immitation 
of their praCtice, to »phold the Weapons of their Deſtrnition ! 
I-muſt tell her,'tis being a Martyr for Perſecution, and not by it. 
Another Path then that the holy Ancients, and our humble 
Anceſtors :trod, and which will lead her tobe deſerted and 
Conremn'd of every Body that counts it ſafer to follow the 
+. Bleſſed Rule and practice of Chritt and his infpir'd Meſſen- 
gers, then her narrow and worldly Policies. But that whicl 
heighthens the Reproach, is the otter of the Romaniſts them- 
ſelves to make a perpetual'civil Peacz2 with her, andthat the 
refuſes. Would the Martyrs have don? this ? ſurely no. Ler her 
remember the firſt Argument honeſt old Fox advarices againſt 
thar Churci:, 15 the Church of Exze/axas preſent Darlin:z, v:z. 
Penal Laws for Religion z as ſhe may ſe2ar the beginning of 
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' Bis firſt Volumn :- Doubtleſs he was much in the right, which: 
makes her extreamly in the wrong. * Nothing, ſays-the.- 
Prophet, muſt harm in Gods holy Mountain, and that's the - 
Church ſays Fox,and therefore he {ays, Chriſt's Churchnever - 
Perſecutes. Leave then God with his own Work,. and Chrift 
with hisown Kingdom. As it is not of: the World, let 'not 
the World touch it ;. no, »o# 9 uphold it, tho they that bear 
it ſhould trip by the way. - Remember Vz24, he would needs 
ſupport the Ark when the Oxen Srumbled ; but was ſtruck Dead 
for his pains. The Preſumprion is more than Parrale]. Chrift 
promis'd to be preſent with his Church to the end of the World. 
He bid them fear not, and told thern, thut ſufficient was the 
Day for the Evil thereof. How ? with Penal Laws ? no ſuch 
matter ; but his Divine Preſence. Therefore it was,He call'd 
not forLegions to fight for him,becaule hisWork needed it not, 
They that want them have an other fort of Work todo: And 
'tis too plain, that Expire, and not Religion, has been too. 
much the Buſineſs. Bur,O let it not be loany more! To bea 
True Church is better then to be a National One ; eſpecially 
as lo upheld. Preſs Vertne, Puniſh Vice, Diſpence with Opt- 
ion; Perſmade, but don't Impoſe. Are there T ares in Opi- 
nion ? let them-alone; you heard they are to grow: with the 
Wheat till Harveſt, that is, the end of the World. Should they 
not be pluckt up before? no; and 'tis Arge/s Work at laſt 
too.. Chriſt that knew all Men, ſaw no Hand on Earth fit 
for that Buſineſs. Let us not then uſurp their Office. Belides, 
ne are lo Love Enemies; this 1s the great Law of our Rei12ion;. 
by what Law then are we to Perſecute them? and if not Enemies, 
not Friends and Neighbours certainly. 
The Apoſlcle rejoyced that Chriſt was Preachea ont of E nv, 
If ſo, 1am ſure weought not to envy Chriſtians the Enjoy- 
ment of the Liberty of their Coniciences. Chriltianity {hould 
be propegated by the Spirit of Chrittianity, and not by i, 10- 
ence 
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lence or Perſecution, for-that's the Spirit of Antichriſtianity. - 
Nor for fear of it,hould we,of Chriſtians,become Antichrilti- 
ans, Whereis Fatthin God ? where 1s truſt in Providenc?2? 
l:t us do our Duty,and leave the reit with Him;azd not do Evil 
that Good may come of it ;for that [nows a Diſtruſt in God,and 
a Conhdence in our own Inventions for lecurity. No reaſon of 
S ate canexcule our Diſobedience to his Rrle ; and we delerr 
the Principles of our heavenly Maſter when we decline i:, 
The Quettion is about Conſcience, about this we can non? of 
us be too tender nor exemplary. *Tis in right doing rhat 
Chrittians can hope for Succels ; and for true Victory only 
through Faith and Patience. But if to avoid what we fear, we 
contradict our Principles, we may juitly apprehend that God 
will deſert us in an unlanful way of maintaining them. Perhaps 
this may be Gods time of trying all Parties, what we will do; 
whether we will rely upon him or our own feeble Proyiſions ; 
whether we will allow what we our ſelves in our turn have all 
of 4s deſired ; if not, may we not expect to ſuffer the thing we 
would inflict ? tor our Pezal Laws cannot ſecure us from the 
turns of Providence, and leſs ſupport us under them. Let 
us conſider the true ground of the difficulty that is made, if 
it be not partial and light 1m Gods Scale; for to that tryal all 
things muſt come, and his Judgment is inevitable as well as 
infallible. Beſides, 1t we have not tryed all other methods, 
we are inexcuſable in being ſo tenacious for this. TI do there- 
fore, in all humility, beſeech all forts of Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity 1n theſe Kingdoms, to abſtract themſelves from thoſe 
Jealoufies which worldly motives are apt to kindle in their 
Minds, and with an even and undiſturbed Soul purſue their 
Chriſtian Duty in this great Conjuntture: Conlidering 
the Race is not to the Swift, worthe Battle to the Strong, ana 
that tor all our Watchmen, *zis God alore. (at lait) that keeps 
the City. Not that I would declinea fitting, but an unchritti- 
D 2 an 
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an Proviſion : For- theu th the FonnJlation were never ſo. 
true, yet if our Superſtri&ure be Hay and Stutble (our own. 
narrow Dcvices) the Fire will conſume it, and our Labour 
will be worſe then in vain. Let us. not theretore Sow what - 
we would not Reap, becauſe we muſt: Reap what we Sow ; And re- 
member who told us, what we meaſure to others.ſhall be be meeted 
to us 42air. Let us therefore do.unto all Parties of men, «s 
we worla te done nnts by. them intheir tary of Power : Leaſt 
017 Fear of their undutifulnefs; ſhould tempt 125 ont of our Duty, 
and ſo draw upon our ſelves the-miſchiets. we are atraid of. 
S:cred Writ is full of this, in the DoCtrine of both Teſta-. 
ments ; and as we profeſs to. believe it, weare inexculable 
if we do not praCtice it, Let the Spirit then of Chriſtian 
Relizion prevail ; Let orr Policies give way to our Duty, an.{ 
our Fears will: be overcome of our Hopes, whici will not. 
make us aſham'd at the laſt and great Judgraent: where, O- 
God! I2t uzalt appear with Comfort. 

I could yes Enlape upon this Subjctt ; for nothing caq.be 
raore fruntial. IT could fay,that a Church.that Dezzes Infallib;- 
lity, cannot force, becauſe {the cannot be ce774/z, and fo Perat 
T.avs (t'o'tt were poſſible that they could be lawtul :n others) 
in her, wcald be Unj1ſt.: That Scripture leaves Men to Cop- 
v dion and Perſwaſion. That the true Cihurci.-Weapons are 
1.ieht and Grace; and her.puniſhments, Cexſure and Excom:- 
mupication. That Goals and Gibbets are Inadiquated Methods 
for Converſion, and that they never ſaeceeded, That this for- 
ds all turther light to come into the World, and lo /zmis 
the Holy One, which in S:ripture 1s made a great Sin. And 
ie{tly,that fuch enfuare their own Polterity that, may be of an 
other mind, an forkic by it the eltates they have fo carefully 
tranſinitted ro them, Thus far againft .lmpoſirion. And 
again? Compliance.. I could ſay, that its. to betray Gods 
Syveralignty over Conſcience ; To deify Men ; Grattihe pre- 
jamptiun ; foil and extinguith truth 10 the mind ; obey blinds. 

fold 
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fold ; make over the Soul without Security ; 'turn Hipocrite;; 
and abundance more ; each of which heads might well merit 
an whole chapter. But this having been well and ſeaſonably 
confider'd elſewhere, I ſhall now proceed to the ſecond part of 
this diſcourſe,in which TI will be as brief,and yet as full as I can. 
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PART 1: 
That "tis the Principle of Men of Note of all Parties. 


JJ UT. what. needis thereof this, may ſome ſay, when a'! 
Perties profeſs ro be of the ſame Judgment. 7 hat C oz:- 
{cience ought not to be forced, xor- Religion impoſed upon nen 
at their c;vil peril 1 own they are all of that mind,at one time. 
or other, and therefore that. I may purge my fell of any An:- 
moſity to the Doctrine of the Chuech of Exglaza, I will In- 
genioully confeſs, the-{evere conduct I have argued againſt, is 
not to be imputed to her Principles-; but then her Evil will be 
the greater, that in fa&t has ſo notoriouſly contradicted them. 
I know-lome of her defenders will hardly aVow that roo.; Tho 
the more candid give us their Silence or Confeſſion : For they 
tell us, "tis #at the Church that has aone it, which, unlels they 
mean, the Laws were not madeat, Church, mutt needs be 
falſe, ſince thoſe that made and executed them were ot her 
own Communion, and arethat great bogy of Members that 
conſtitute her a Church; but by her ſhitting them oF, *ris 
but reaſonable to conclude that ihe tacitly condemns wheat ſhe 
publickly diſowns, One would think then it ſhould nor b2 fo 
hard to perſwade her to quit them, in the way {he made then, 
Qr to 1njoyn her Sons to do it,if that language be to harth tor ner 
ory 


ſtory. This ſhe muſt hear of ſome way, and Ipray God 
ſh: may endeavour todo her duty init. She i5 not-alone ; for 
every Party in Yower has tovevicently /ap:t into this Evil; tho 
under the prevalency and periecution of another Intereſt the 
have ever writ aguntt club Law for Religion. And to the 
end that may do the RetormationRight,and the Principles of 
the Church of Exg/and, Jultice, I mult lay, that hardly one 
>erſ5n of any note, dyed in the time of Qecew Mary, that did 
not paſs S2R:ence upon Perſecution as Antichriſtian, particu» - 
larly Latimer, Philpot,Braaford,(Rogers, very Eminent Reform- 
ers. The Apologies that were writ in thoſe times,are of the 
ſame ſtrain, as may be ſeen in Jewel, Haddon, Reynalds, oc. 
and the Papiſts were with realon thought much in the wrong 
by thoſe Primative Proteſtants, for the Perſecution that they 
raiſed againit them, for mattersof pure Religion. But what 
need we go ſo far back? 1s it not recent in raemory, that 
Biſhop Uſber was Employ'd to O. Cromwell by ſome of the 
Clergy of the Churchot Erglara tor Liberty of Conſcience ? 
Dr Parr, in the Life of Dr Uſher Primate of Armagh, fol. 75, 
has that paſlage thus. 

* Cromwell torbidding the Clergy, under great penalties, to 
© teach Schools, or to perform any part of their miniſterial 
* function ; ſome of the moſt Conſiderable Epiſcopal Clergy 
* in and about London, delired my Lord Primate that he 
£ vyvould uſe his Intereſt vvith Cromwell, (fince they heard he 
© pretended a great reſpect for him) that as he granted Liberty 
© of Conlcience to almoſt all ſorts of Religions, ſo the Epil- 
* copal Divines might havethe ſame freedom of ſerving God in 
* their private Congregations (f{ince they vvere not permitted 
© the publick Churches)according to the Liturgie of theChurch 
© of England; and that neither the Miniſters, nor Thoſe 
£ that frequented That Service, might be any. more hindered, 
* or diſturbed by his Souldiers : So according to their defire,he 

vvent 
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"went and uſed his utmoſt Endeavours with Cromwell, for the 
f _y off this reſtraint, which was at laſt promiſed (tho 


* with ſome difficulty) that they ſhould not be moleſted, pro-. 
* vided they meddled not with any matters relating to his 
. ©Government, 

Certainly thoſe Gentlemen were of my mind. And to 
give Dr Hammond his due, who I underſtand was one gf 
them, he left it to the Witneſſes of his end,as his dy1ng Coun- 
{el to the Church of Exg/and, "That they diſplaced no man 
out of the Univerſity or preſent Church, but that by Love, 
and an holy Life they ſhould prevail upon thoſc in polleſſion 
to come into their Church. Bur this lookt ſo little like the 
Policy and Ambition of the Living, that they reſolved it 
{ſhould be Buried with him. 'ThisI had from an eminent Hind 
in Oxford, a year or two afterhis Dzath. An older min out 
liv'd him, and one of the moſt Learned and P1ous of that 
Communion, Biſhop Sanderſon I mean : They were the two 
great men of their ſort that was of the Party. Let us lee what 
this Reverend man ſays to our point. 

*'The Word of God doth exprelsly forbid us to iubjett our 
* Conſciences to the Judgment of any other, or to u{urp 4 
* Dominion over the Conſciences of any One. Several caſes 
of Conſcience diſcuſſed in ten LeEtures in the Divinity School 
at Oxford, 3 Lett. 3o Sett. pag. 103. Printed 1660. 

* He 15 not worthy to be-Chrilts Diſciple, who 15 not the 
* Ditciple of Chriſt a/oze. The Simplicity and Sincerity of the 
* Chriltian Faith,harh ſufFered.a great prejudice ſince we have: 
© been divided into Parties, neither 1s there any hope that Re- 
 ligion ihould be reſtored to her former Original and Purity, 
* until the Wounds that were made w:4er by our daily Qaar- 
* relsana Dilleations, being anointed with the Cyle of Brot her - 
* /y Love, as with a Balſom, ſhall begin to ciole again, and 
*co grow entire into the Jame Unity 3 Faith an Chariry, 
ibid Set, 29. he 
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©The obligation of Conſcience doth not ſign'fie any Coftt- 
* pullion, for, to ſpeak propzcly, th Conitien:e can nog 
* more bv2compelled raan ce Fieg-will. 76:4 4. Leffure Set, 5. 
Pag. £09, | 
* Theexpreſs Comman1ment of God 1th obl:ge the Con- 
* ſcience properly by it felt. and by its ovvn force ; and this 
* oblization 15 abſolute, becauſe ut doca directly aud alvvays 
*ovligeand becauſe it 09ligeth all perſons,and cite oli zation of 
*1t 15 n2ver to be cancelled. A'oze but God alone 1th power t0 
© impole a Law upon the Conicicnce of any Man, to wich 
*1t ought to be ſubjeQted, as o>lizing by it felt, —— This 
* Concluſion is proved by the word> of the Apoitle, 7 here is 
© but oze Law-grver, who can both ſave and deftroy. In which 
* words two Arguments do profer t:1em(clves to our Ooſerya- 
* tion ; In the tirlt place they affert there is but one Legiſlator ; 
*Not oae picked out amongtt many ; not one above many ; 
* but one excluſively, that 15 to ſay, One, and but one only, 
* The Apoltle otherwiſe had made uſe of a very ine.teCtual 
*argument, to prove what he had propounled ; for he redu- 
* keth thoſe who unadviſedly did pal; their Judgment either on 
* the perſons, or the deeds of other Men, as the invaders of 
« their Rights. 13ho art T hou (laith he) who doft juoge another 2 
Fas if he ſhould have (aid, doſt thou know tiy lelt, what thou 
*art, and what thou doft ? It doth not belong to Thee to 
# thruſt thy ſawcy Sickle into the harvelt of another Man, 
* much leſs boldly to fling thy ſelf into the 1 hrone of Almighty 
*God. If already 'Thou art Ignorant of it, then know, that 
< it belongeth to him aloe to judge of the Conſciences of men, 
© 19 whom alone it doth belong to imprſe Laws upon the Conſci- 
* ences of men, Which non2 can do out God alone. 163d pag. 
[I 118;817; | 
«© The Condition and Natural eſtate of the Conſcience it 
* {elf is fo placed as it were in the middle betwix? G24 anc] By 
" W1 
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* will of Man, asthat which is ufually an4 truly ſpoken of 
*Kinrs and Emperors, may as truly be verified of the Con- 
F ſciences of every man, Soto Deo minores eſſe, nec aliquam in 


© Terris { periorem apnoſcere ; They are leſs than Gol only, 
$ a4 0 artn ao akno verge n9 Sap2rior, hat S225 of the 
© Emperor Maximilian the hirit 15 very memorable, Corſe en: 
© 1j Dominari welt, ef; Arcem Cult tmvadere, Toexerciſe a 
© Domination over Conſciences,is to invade the [ywer of Heaven. 
© He i524 Plunderer of the Glory of God, and a veferions [aw 
'© ler of the Power thats due unto him, wholvever he is tat 
(hill claim a righ: to the Contviences of men, or prattice an 
© Uſurpation over them. #b:4 Sed. 11. pag. 115. 
 Antyetthis 15 the lad conſequence of impoſing R2lizion up- 
on Conſcience, and punilhing Non-conformity wich worldiy 
Penalties. | ; TT 
Let us naw hear what the late Biſhop of Down ſays in his 
Lib. of Propzeſie to our Point, *Iam very much diſplzaſed 
(that ſo many Opinions and new Dottrin2s are commenced 
* amon y(t us, but more troubled, that every man that hath an 
* Opinion thinks h15own and other mens Salvation is concern- 
fed in its maintenance, but molt of all, that men ihould be 
*P2rſecuted and AM:Ct:1 for diſagreeing in ſuch Opinions, 
* whic! they cannot with ſufficient grounds obtrude upon' 0- 
* thers necelſarily, becauſe they cannot propound them Infal- 
*ltoly, and becauic tney have no warrant from S:ripture ſo to 
* do; forif I {hall ryz other men to believe my Opinion, be- 
caule I chink I have a plice of Scriprure which ſ:ems tov 
* warrant 1t to my un:{eritanding ; why may he not ſerve up 
© xnother dith to me 1n the {ame drefs, and exatt the ſame 
*ta>x of me to >elieve the contradiftory ? Liberty of Propheſie, 
Epiſt. Dedict. pag. 8, y. 
* Freexperience which Clriftendom hath had in this laſt 
* Age 15 Argument caoug| that 1o!erarion of differing Opinions 
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© is ſo far from diſturbing the Publick Peace, or deſtroying the 
© Intereſt of Princes and Common-wealths, that it does advan- 
* tage to the Publick, it ſecures Peace, becaule there 1s not (h 
* much as the prefence of Religion left to ſuch Perſons to con- 
* tend for, it being already indulged to them. 7bid p. 21. 

© It isa proverbial ſaying, Quod nimia familiaritas ſeruo- 
* rum eſt conſpiratio adverſns Dominum, and they who for their 
* ſecurity run in Grots and Cellers, and Retirements, think 
* thatthey being upon the defenſive, thole Princes and thoſe 
© Laws that drive them to it are their Enemies, and therefore 
* they cannot be ſecure, unleſs the power of the one, an41 the 
* Obligation of the other be lefſened and reſcinded ; and then 
* the being reſtrained and made miſerable indears the diſconten- 
* ted Perſons mutually, and makes more hearty and dangerous 
* Confederations. bid pag. 23. 

* No man ſpeaks more unreaſonably, than he that denies to 
* men the uſe of their reaſon in choice of their Religion. 1bid 
Pag. 169, 

* NoChriſtian is to be put to Death, Diſmembred, or other- 
© wiſe directly Perſecuted for hz Opinion, which does not teach 
* [rpiety or Blaſphemy. ibid pag. 190. 

* There is a popular Pity.-that follows all Perſons in Miſe- 
*ry, andthat Compaſhon breeds likeneſs of Atections, and 
* that very often produces likeneſ{sof Perſwafion ; and fo much 
"the rather, becauſe there ariles a Jealvuſte and pregnant Sul- 
* pition Jhat they who Perlecute an Opinion are deltitute of 
* ſufficient Arguments to confute it, and that the Hangman 1s 
* the beſt Diſputant. ibid pag. 197, 198. 

*It a man cannot change his Opinion when he liſts, nor 
« ever does heartily or re{olutely,but when he cannot do other- 
* wiſe,then toule Force, may make him a Hypocrite, but never 
*tobea right Believer, and ſo inltead of erecting a Trophee to 
* G2d and true Religion, we build a Monwment for the Divil. 
1bid pag. 200. * Thz 
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©'The Trichof giving Perſons dpFering in Opinion over to 
* the {ecular Power, at the beit is no better than #ypccrifee, 
* removing Envy from themſelves, and laying it upon others, 
© arefulin? to do that in external AEt, which they as in Conrcis 
* and Approvation. tbid pag. 209. 

Thus tar Biſhop T ayler, and on2 of the molt Learned me! 
of the Church of Ezz/and in his rirae, 

Let me add another Biſhop held Learned by all,and in great 
Reputation with the men of hisCommuntion,and among cncn 
the Loras Spiritual ard Temporal in Pai liament aljenvled, who 
have ſufficiently declared againit this perſecuting Spirit on tie 
account of Rel1z 10N, by their £11] approbation of,and tnaiiks tc 
turned to the Biſhop of St Aſaph for his Sermon Preached vefore 
them November the 5th, 1630. and their defire that he world 
Print and Publiſh that Sermon, 'The Bilhop lays,that, * They 
© whoare molt given to Hate and to Deſtroy others, efpectally 
* thole others who differ from them in Religion, they are not 
© the Church of God, or atlealt they are {fo tar corrupt in that 
* particular, pag. 8. | 

Again he lays, © That, of Societiesof Men, Chrittians, ot 
* all others,are molt averle from ways of Violence and Blood ; 
* eſpecially trom uſing any ſuch ways upon the account of Re- 
*livion: And among Chriitian Churches, where they difer 
*anonz themſelves, it either of them uſe thoſe ways upon the 
* account of Religion, they give a itrong prefumption 
.* againit themſelves that rhey are not truly Chriſtians. 6-4 
Þ4, 


© There 15 reaſon for tius,becaule, we know that Chriſt gave 
* Love for the Character by witch his Liſciples were to be 
© known, TJoha 13. 35. By this ſhall all men know that you are 
* my Diſciples, if you have lowe to one another. An1leaſt men 
© ſhould unchriiten others ficit, that they may Hate them, and 
© Deltcoy them atterwards, Chriſt enlarged his Precept of 
E 2 E Love, 
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* Love, and extended 1t even to Enemies, and not only to: , 
*.0urs, but to the. Enemies. of our Religion, Math. 5.43, 4. 
ibid pag. 9. - | | 

* As our. holy Religion excells all others in this admirable 
* temper, ſo. by. this.we may uſually judge who they are 
* that excel. among Ciriltian Churches, when there happens. 
* any difference berween them, whether toucliin; ric Faith, or 
* the terms of Communion. They thar were the more Fierce, 
© they gencrally had the worlt Cauſc.. z67d prg..1:, 13, 

*'Fhe Council. of $21ce luppretted the 4-425 by no other 
* Force, but putting Arras out of ticir Bulhopricks ; they 
© could not think Herericks fit to: b2 triifted with care of 
6 S3uls , but otherwile, a> tO 1 emporal things! do not hnd tat 
© they inflicted any kind of . Puniihment ; but when the Arri- 
© 25 Came to have the, Power 1n. their Hinds, wien t'1eirs was 
© comme to be the Jmperial Ueligion, .tien Depriving was 
© nothing, Baniſhment was tae leaſt. that they initifted; 
ivid pag. 14. 

« Neither our Religion, nor -our. Church, is of a per ſocie 
© t;ng Spirit, I know not how 1t may bein particular ier- 
* {ons ; but Ifay again; 1t 15 not inthe Gerizs of our C::urch ; 
« She hath no. DoQtrine that reacherh Perſecution. ibid p. 29. 

© ] would. have no man-puniſhed for his. Religion, no not 
© them that deſtroy men-for Religion. 762d pag. 3-. 

Dr Still:ag ficet comes ſhort of nonz of them on this Subje&t. 
© Qur Savioui ſays he, never preſſed Followers as men do Sox's - 
© diers, but ſaid, If 4vy men will come. after me, let him take up his 
© Croſs (not his Sword) and follow me. His was Sue: ue 
6 1dr tgurrts 1944:7izs. NiS very. Commands '{h:wed his Meeks 

Trericum, a Weapon-Salve for the ; neſs 3 his Laws weredweet and: 
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was to eaſe men of their former Bur:lcns, and not lay on 
© more ;zthe Duties he required were no other but ſuch 2s we e 
* neceſlary, and withal very juit and reaſynable. He that 
© came totake away the inſupportable Yoke of Jewiſh Cerc- 
* monies, certaznly did never intend to gall the Necks of his 
* Dilciples-witlh another 1initea.1of it. And it would be [trange 
the Church ſhould require more than Chriſt himſelf did ; 
and make other conchitions.of her Communion tas our Sw ;- 
© our dtd of Diſcipleſuip. What poſib>ie reaſon can be afizned 
© or given why, luch things ſhould not be fuficient for Com- 
* munion with. a Church, which are ſufficient for Eternal Sal- 
"pation? and certminly thoſe things are ſufficient for that, 
© which are. laid down as necelſary Dati2s-of Chriſtianity by 
© our Lord and Saviour inhis Word. What ground can the 2 
@ be why Chriſtians {could 20: ſtand upon the ſame terms now 
* which they 414 in the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? W.s 
* not Religion ſuficiencly guarded and fenced in, them? Was 
there ever more true and co dial Reverence inthe Wo-ſh' Dn: 
© of God? What Charter hath Chriſt given the Clurch to: 
* bind. nen uf to: mere than himſelf hathdone? orto. exclude 
* thoſe from her Society who-may be admitted into Heaven ? 
Will Chrift ever thank. men at the great day for keepinz 
© ſuch out from Communion with his Church, when. he will 
© youchlafe not only Crowns of Glory to, but it may be 4e: 
© o/e too,, if there be any ſach things there? The Grand 
* Commiſſion the. Apoſtles were ſen out with; was. only 
*to teach what Chriſt had commanded: them.. Not the leaſt 
© Intimation of any Power giver» them to- impoſe or require: 
any thing beyond what himiclf. had, ſpoken: to them, os 
* they were directed to by the Immediate. Guidance of the 

*Spirit.of God:. 
© Witnout all Controyerlic, the main Inlet of all te 
Diſtractions, Contulions and Diviſions. of the Chrifti:n: 
* World; 
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* conſults not only the Eternal Salvation of mens Souls, but 
* their Temporal Peace and Szcurity, their Comfort and Hap- 
* pineſs in this World, ibid pag. 8. 

* It ſeemed gool to the Author of this Inſtitution to compel 
* no man toit by Temporal Puniſhment. 24d pag 1 3. 

* To ſeperate Goodn:{s and Mercy From God, Compaſſion 
*and Charity from Religion, 15 to make the two bett things 
*1n the World, God and Religion, good for aothing. 16:4 
P48: 19. | 

* True Chriſtianity 15 not only the bet, but the beſt natured 
* Tnititution In the World; and fo tar as any Church is de- 
* parted from good Nature, ani becom2 Cruz! and Barbarous, 
* lo far it 15 degenerate\l from Chrittianicy, #54 par. 20. 

Thus far Dr Tiotſoz, who, to be lure, deierves not to 
be thought the leaſt Eminent in the preſent Clurch of 
Englana. Let us hear what Doctor Bryrzer ſays to i 

* Men are not Maſters of their own Per{waitons, anl can- 
© no: change taeir thoughts as they pleale ; he that believe; 
6 any thing concerning Religton,car20t turn as the Prixce com- 
* mands him, or accomodate himſe!f to the Lav, or hu preſ« ns 
© Intereſts, unlels he arrive at that pirch of 4:5e;/z9, a3 to look 
* on Relizion only as a matter of Policy, and an Enzinz for 
* civil Government; Dr Burnet's Hijtory of the Reghts of 
Princes, &c, 19115 Preface, p12. 49. 

Lis to this Doctor's pains ihe ovs the very Hiſtory of her 
Reformation, and as by it he has perp2tuated his Name wic!y 
hers, certainly he matt have Credir with her, or ſhe caa de- 
ſerve none with any- body elſe; tor no man could well gy 
further to obligeher, 

Let me hece ring 1n a lay Memher of the Churc'1 of Exz-. 
land, Sir Rovert Pointz, in his vindicacion of Monarchy, wing 
yeilds us an exce/I2nt 'Teſtimony to tie matcer in haad, *T:ie 
Sword availeth little with the Souls of Men, unleſs rg der; 
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King Charles the firſt , gl? of his ferdey and: prixcely 
fence of. the ſad and bleeding Condition of the Kingdom, and 
_ his unwearied delires to apply ſuch Remedies, as by the 
bleſſing of Almighty God, mig ſettle - it in Peace ; 
: by the Advice of his Lords and Commons of Partiament 
Aſſembled ar Oxford, propounded and: deſired, that all the 
Members -of buth Houtes might ſecurely meet in a full and 
' free Convention of Parliament, there to zreat, conſult and 4- 
greeupon ſuch things, as may condnce tothe maerntenance and 
defence of the Reformed Proreitant Religion, with due con- 
 ſideration to all juſt and reaſonable eaſe to tender C onſciences. 
'The Kings Meſſage of a Treaty. March 3. 1643. from Oxford, 
- Superſcribed to the Lords and Commons of Farliament aflem- 
bledat Weſtminſter. Set 
In the K'nys- twentieth - Meſſage for Peace,. January 29. 
£645. he has theſe Words, 7 hat by the Liberty ojjered 1% his 
. Meſſage of the 5th preſent, for the eaſe of therr *Conlciences 
who will not Communicate #» the Service already E flabliſhed by 
AF of Parliament in thus Kingdom, He ittends that all other 
Proteſtants, behaving themſelves -peaceable in and towards the 
 crv:1 Government ſha/l have the iteg Exerciſe of heir Religion 
 Eccoraing to their Own eds NIIny 

In the thirty third Meſlage for Peace, November 17. 1647. 
there are theſe Words ' Fs Majeſty conſidering the great preſent 
'Diftempers concerning Church Diſcipline, and that the Presby= 
terian Government - &- 20w 11n,pra i ice, bu Majeſty ro eſchew 
Contuſion, 45 rwch 4s may be, and for the ſatisfattion of his 
two Houſes, - is content that the [aid\ Government be legally per- 
-m11ted 10 ſtand inthe ſame Conditron is now 6c | for three Tears; 
providcd,th.t his. Majeſty and thoſe of hu Ju'gment(or ary other 
who cannot enConſcience ſubmit therennto) be not obliged to come- 
ply with the Presbyterial Governmentgbut have ree Þ ic of 
their own Profeſſion without receiving any Prejudice thereby. 
From the tle of W :g hr. F In 
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In his Declaration: to all his People, January 18. 164g. 
from Carisbrook Cattle, after the Votes ot no Addreſs, He 
ſais, I have (acrificed to my two Houſes of Parliament, for the 
Peace of the K ing om, all, but what is much more dear to me then 
”y Life, my Conlcience and my Honour. 

In his Letter to the Lords, Gentlemen and Committee of 
the Scorch Parliament, together with the Othcers of the Ar- 
my, Fu!y ;. 1648. from Carisbreok Caſtle. As the beff 
foundation of Loyalty is Chriſtianity, ſo true Chriitianity zs 
perfect Loyalty... KN 

VI.. £1« 9N BAZ14. Upon his Majeſties retirement from 
Weſtminſter.— Sure it ceaſes to be Counſe!, when not Reaſon 
is uſed, as to Men to-Perſwade, but Force and Terror as to 
. Beaſts, to drive and compel men to whatever tumnltary Patrons 
fhall projet. He deſerves to be aSlave without Pity or Reaem- 
tion, that is content to. have his Rational Soveraignty of his 
S2u!, and Liberty of his Will and. Words ſo captivated. —— 
Apain, ibid, Sure tbat Man cannot be blameable to God or May, 
who ſeriouſly indeavours to ſee the bet reaſon of things, nd faith- 
fully fefo:vs what he takes for reaſon ;: the uprightneſs of his 
Intentions. wid excuſe the poſſible failings of his Underſtanding. 
. —Again, ibid, I know no Reſolutions more worthy a Chriſtian 
King, then to prefer his Conſcience before his Kingdoms. 

XIT. Upon the Rebellion and Troubles in Ire/and, Some 
kind of Z;al counts al merciful Moderation Lukewarmanefs, . 
. and had rather be Cruel then accounted Cold, and is not ſeldom 
more greedy to kill the Bear for his Skin, then for any harm he 
| hath done.---ib14, . ® may God,thou ſrelÞ how much Cruelty 
among: Chrctiftians . is acted under the colour of Keligion, 
as*f? we could not.be Chriſtians nnlefs we Crucifte. one 
another. | 
. - XUL.. Uponthecalling the Scots and their coming. —Svre, 

ja matters of Religion: thoſe Truth's gaiz moſt. on mens Judg- 
NIEALS 
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ments & ConFinces which are leaſt xraed with Serta Vio- 
tea, hob new. 17uth with Prejudices; and & unre:ſonable 
tove {ea gill ſuch means of rational Convittion hath been appited, 
as leaving no excuſe for Ignorance conlemns mens Obſtinacy ts 
acſerv'd Pemalties.-Violens motions are neither Bant»,Cititts 
an or 'L9-&!.--- The ppoper Cname of Faction is Farce; 
the Arbitrator of Bealts not of reaſonable Men, much !c/s of 
humble Chriſtians azd loyal SubjeCts. 1m matters of Religion, 

X1V.. Upon the Covenant. (*e/i710# requires Charity 
and Candor to others of different Opinions, — Nothing Violent 
and Imurious can be Kelig io. 

XV. Upon the many Jealouſies raiſed and Scandals caſt 
upon the King to ſtir up the Veople again!t him— In 
point of. true Conſcientions Tenderneſs (attended with Humility 
and Meekneſs, not with proud or arrogant Ativity, which ſeeks 
to hatch every egge of indifferent Opinion to Fattion or Schiſm) 
I have oft declared how little I deſire my Laws ana S:epter [boula 
tntrench over Gods Soveraignty, Which 1s the only King of 
meus Conſctences. 

XXVIL To the Prince of Wales.-—Take heed of avetting to 
any Factions ; your PIrtial adhereing to any one Side. gains you 
not ſo great Aavantages in ſome Mens Hearts. (who are pL.e t» 
be of their Kynins Religion) as it loſeth you. in others, who think 
themſelves, and their Profeſſion, firſt deſpiſed, then perſecute1 
by 104. My Counſel "and Charge to you ts, That you ſeriouſly 
conſider 'the former real or objected M:ſcarriazes, which miaht 

:caſion 'my Troubles, thaf vo may avoid them, —— 4 Charitable 
Conaivance 47d Chriſtian Toleration. often dil/ipates their 
#trength whom Rougher Oppoiition 0: tifies— Always keep up 
_ Sollid Bicty 4-4 choſe Fundamental 7r»ths (which mend 
beth - Hlearts and Lrues of Men) with impartial Favour and 
Juſtice — Tour Prerozative ts beſt [heived and'exerciſed inxe- 
ming rater then exatting the rigour of the Law, there bins 

nothing wor fg then legal 1 yranng. - And 
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And as this was the 'Sence and Judgment of a King that 
Time and the greateſt Troubles had intorm'd with a ſuperiour 
Judgment, (and whuch to be ſure highly juſcifies the meaſures 

that are now taken) So Dr Hudſon his Plarn-dealing Chaplin 
mult not be forgotten by us'on this occalion,who took the i: ce- 
dom to tell his Royal Maſter, That he looks upon the Calamities 

he labour'd under, to be the hand of God upon hin, for not having 
given God his aue over Conſcience. | 

One can caſily Imagin this to be Reformation Language, 
and then it is not hard to think how low that Cnurch muſt 
be fallen, that from ſo tree and excellent a Frinciple, .is come 

. to make, execute and uphold Penal iaws for Rel:gion, againſt 
. her Conſcientious Neighbours ; but it 15 to be hoped, that 
like /Nebachadnezzars Image, wile Feet was a niixture of 
Iron and Clay, and thereivie could not Itan't forever, Perſe- 
cution will not be able to mix ſo with the S-ed of Men bur 
that Humanity will overcome it, and Man.und one day be 
delivered from that Iron hard and fherce Nature. 
I havedone. with my Church of Exg/ands Evidences azainſt 
' Perſecution. And for the Judgmenc ot ail ſorts of. Difſeaters 
in that Point, ler their Practice have beza wiac it will, no- 
thing is clearer then that they diſallow of Periecution, of 
which their daily Addreſſes of thanks to the K:ng, tor his 
Gracious Reprive by his Excellent Declaration a: an unduube 
ted proof. FEATE 

Thus then we ſee, it is evident, that it is not only the Du- 
ty of all Parties, as they would be thought Chrilt.aas, to Re- 
,peal Penal Laws for Religion, but upon a fair enquiry, we 

he it is the, avowed Principle of every Party at one tune or 

other that Conſcience ought not to be compel'd, nur Rel. 
on impos'd upon worldly. Penalties. And ſo I come to the 
third and laſt part of this Diſcourle. 
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"PART 111. 


It is the- Intereſt of all Parties, and eſpecially the Charch of 
Tons Weng England. 
"A'S Itake all men to be unwillinely ſeperated from thei? 
Intereſts, and conſequently ought only to beſonghr and 
- diſcours'd'in them, fo itmutt be.granted me or all hands,that 
Intereſts charge aswwell- as Times,' antFris the wildonmf 2. 
man to wbſerwe the: Courſes,” ahd Bumor the Motions of his 
Intereſtzas the'bel{t w#y to preſerve tt. © Andicatt any il}-na- 
turd or-miſtaken Perſon fhould callit temporizing,I make th; 
early proviſion ; Thar T mean, no 1mmorcal or- corrupt com- 
 plyance:: 'A Temporizing gd :lervedly baſe with men of 'Vertne, 
and: which in all times my Praftice as wellas Judgment hath 
- ſhownthe laſt averſion to. For upon the principleTnow go, 
and which T lay down, as conmor and granted m Reaton 
and Fact with all Parties concern'd-in this Diſcourſe, that 
Man, does not change, -that* morrally: follows his Intereſt un- 
der all its Revolutions, beratrſe to be true to his Intereſt is his 
firſt civil Principle. TI premiſe this te thrroduce what have to 
offer, with reſpeCt to the Intereſts to benow treated'upon. 
And firſt, I fay, I take it-to be the Taterett of the-Church of 
England to'abolih the Penal Laws, becanfe it never was her In» 
tereſt to make them.My reaſons for that Opinion are theſe.Firlt, 
They have been an argument to invalidate the Sutfterings of 
the Reformers, becauſe, it 1t be unlawful rodiſobey Govern- 
ment about matters of Religion they were inthe wrong, And 
if they ſay, O but they were 1n Error'that puniſht their 
Non-conformity ; I antwer, how can ſhe prove that ſhe is 
Infailibly in the Right ? And if this cannot be done, ſhe cotn-« 
G pels 
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pels to an uncertainty upon the ſame termes. Seco 


| Soo | nalz,She has. 
overthrown the Principles upon which ſhe ſeparated from 


Rome. For if it be unlawful to plead Scripture and Cenfcience 
to vindicate Diſſent from her Communion, 16 was unlawful 
for her upon the ſame Plea to Diſſent from the Church of 
Rome,unleſs ſhe will ſay again, that ſhe was inthe Right, but 
the other in the Wrong, and ſhe knows this is ao avſiver, bur 
a begging of the Queſtion; for tiey that ſeparate from her, 
think the mſelvcs as Seriouz,Devout, and as much in the Right 
as ſhe could do. It then Conſcience and Seripture, interpre- - 
ted with the beſt Light ſhe. had, were the ground of her Re- 
formation, ſhe mult allow the Liberty ſhe takes,or ſbe eats hey 
Words,and ſabverts her Foundation ; then which nothing can 
be more dittructive to the Intereſt of any Beeing, - Civil or - 
Ecclefiaſtical. Thirdly, ThePenal Laws have been the great 
Make-bate in the Kingdom from the beginning. For if I ſhould 
crant that ſhe had been once truly the Church of England, I 
mean, conliſting of all the People of Erg/axd, (which ſhe 
was nct, for there were divers Parties Diſſenting from the firit 
of her eſtabliſhment) yet ſince it afterwards appear'd ſhe 
was but one Party tho the biggeſt, ſhe ought not to have 
made her Power more National than her Faith, nor her | 
Faith ſo by the force of her Temporal Authority. ?Tis true 
| ſhegct the Magiltrate of her ſide, but ſhe engaged him too 
far. For ſhe knew Chriſt did not leave Ceſar Execcator - 
to his lact Willand Teſtament, and that that ſhouid be the 
reaſon why ſhe did ſo, was none of the beſt Orzamerts toher 
Reformation. That ſhe was but a Party, tho the biggeſt, by 
the advantages that temporal Power brought her, I ſhall eaſi- 
ly prove, but I will introduce 1t with a ſhort account of our 
State-Reformation here in England. . 

Henry the Eighth, was a kind of FHermophredite in Religion, 
or.jn the Language of the tines,a 17imer ; being a meddly of 
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'Papiſt and Proteftant, and that-part he afted to the Life, or 
to. the Death rather ; Sacrificinz on the ſame Day Men of 
both Religions, becauſe one was-not Proteſtant enouzh, an4 
t'other Papilt wh”. for him. In thistime were ſome Anz- 


baptifts, for the diſtinction of Church of Eng/azd, and Calva- 
#:/t was not then known. 


Eaward the Sixth \uceecded, a Prince that promiſed Ver- 
tues,that might more then ballance the Excelles of his Father, 
and yet by Arch-Brſhop Crammer, waz compell'd to fizgn a 

Warrant to Burn poor Joaz of Kext, a famous Woman, but 
counted an Enthuſiatt :3ut to prove what I ſaid of him,'twas 
not without frequent D2nials and Tears,and at laft the- Biſhop 
taking upon aim to an{wer for it at Gods Ju !gment ; of which 
I hope his Soul was diſcharg'd, tho his Body,by the fame Law, 
ſuffer'd the {1me Puaith:nenr in the ſucceeding Raign. Thus 
event ie Proteftants begun with Blood for meer Religion, and 
taught the Komaniſts, 1n ſucceeding times, how to deal with 
them. | 

At this time the Controverſie grew warm between the 

hurch of E»2larzd and the Cal/vaniſts, that wer2 the Abler 
Preachers and. the Better Livers. 'The Biſhops being motly 
men of State,and ſome of them looking rather backward then 
forward, Witneſs the difficulty the sing had to get Hooper 
Conſecrated Biſhop, without Conformity to the reſerv2d 
Czremonies. 

Queen Mary came in, and ended the Quarrel at the Sake, 
Now Kz#aly and Hooper hug, and are the deareſt Bre:hren au. 
beſt Friends in the World. Hooper keeps his Ground, and 
Ri/ly froops wit! his Ceremonies to t others further Refor- 
mation. But this Ligit and Union flow'd from their Perſe- 
cution : For thoſe abroad at Frazkford,and other places were 
not upon ſo good Terms : Their Fewds grew ſo great that 
the one refuſe: Communion with the other, many endeavours 
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were uled to quench the Fire, . but they were ineffeftual ; at. 
beſt it lay under the Aſhes of their AMiCtion for another 
time; for no ſooner was Quzeen Elizabeth upon her Throne 
then they returned, and their Difference with them. . 'They 
managed. it civilly for a while, but Ambition in lome, and 
Covetouſneſs in others on the one hand, and Diſcretion gi- 
ving way to Reſentment on the other, they firſt ply the 2Zucex 
and her Miniſters, and when that end iedn favour of the Mez 
of Ceremozy, the others arraign'd them before the firſt-Refor- 
mers abroad, at Geneva, Bazil, Zyrich, &c. The leading 
Prelates by. their Letters; as Door Burnet lately: tells: us, 
in his Printed Relation of his Travels, clear themſelves to 
thoſe firſt DeCttors of any, fuch Imputation, and lay all 
upon the Queen, who for 'reatons of State would not be 
brought to ſo Inceremonious:a way of Worſhip as that of the | 
Calvaniſts. 7 OLA co OT: 

At this time there were Papifts, Proteſtants, Evangeliſts, 
Precifians,, Ubiquitiſts, Familiſts or Enthuſiaſts and Anabap- 
tifts in Enzlaud; when the very firſt, Year of her Raign,. a 
Law for Cniformity in 'M orjhip and Diſcipline Was enacted, 
2nd more followed of the ſeyereſt Nature, and fotnetimes ex- 
2cuted. Tims then we ſte that there never was ſuch a thing 
25 a Church of England ſince the Days of Popery, that 1s, a 
Church or Communion containing all the People of the King- 
dom, and ſd cannot be ſaid to be fo much as a, Twin of the 
Reformation ; nevertheleſs, ſhe'gor the Bleſſing of the civil 
Magiſtrate. She made him great, tobe great by him ; If 
She might be the Charch, He ſhould be the Flead. Much 
500d may the Bargiz do her. Now 1s the time tor her to /faud 
co her Principle... I never knew any body exceed their bottnds 
that were not wet with at laft. * If we could eſcape men, God 
we cannot, his Providence will overtake us, and find us. 
Ut, 
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By all this then it appearing, that the Church of England 
was not the Nation, the caſeis plain that the Penal Laws were 
a Make-bate, for they Sacrificed.every ſort of People whole 
Conſciences differed from the -Church of Ezg/and', which 
firſt put the Romaniſts.upon flattering Prerogative, and cour- | 
ting its ſhelter from the wrath of thoſe Laws. The Addreſs 
could not be unpleaſant to Princes ; and we leet was not ; tor 
Kzjng James, that came-in with InveCtives againlt Popery, - 
entring the Liſt with the Learn'd of that Church,and charging 
her with all the Marks the Revelation gives -to that.of Antt- 
chriſt, grew at laſt ſo tame and ealie towards the Rowariſts, 
that our own Story tells us of the fears of the encreaſe of Po- 
pery in the latter Parliament. of his Raign. '- 

In Kzng Charles the firſt's time, no body can doubt of the 
Complaint,becauſe that was in greatmeafure the drift of every 
Parliament, and at laſt one reaſon of the War. Onthe other 
hand the ſeverzty of the Biſhops againſt men of their own 
Principles, and 1n the Main, of their own Communion,either 
becauſe they were more zealous in Preaching, more follow'd 
of the People, or could not wear ſome odd Garment, and leſs, 
lead the Dance ona Lords Day at a Maypole, (the Relique of 
Flora the Roman Strumpet) or perhaps for Rubbing upon the 
Ambition, Covetuouſneſs and Lazineſs of the Dignifed, and 
Ignorance and Looſneſs of the ordinary Clergy of the Church 
(of which T could produce five hundred grofs Inftances) I 
ſay theſe things breed bad Blood, and in part, gave begin- 
nings to thoſe Animoſities, that at laſt broke forth, with ſome 
other pretences into all thoſe National "Troubles that agitated 
this poor Kingdom for ten Years together, in which the 
Church of Ezg/azd became the greateſt Looſer, Her Clergy 
turn'd out, her Nobility and Gentry Sequeſtered, Decimated, 
Impriſoned, &c. And whatever ſhe is pleas'd to think, n9- 
thing 15 truer, then that her Pexal Lows, and Conduct in the 
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Star-Chamber, and high Commiſion Court in matters of Reli- 
gion, was her overthrow. 

”Tis as evident, the ſame humour ſince the Reſtoration of 
te late King, has had almoſt the fame etfet. For nothing 
was grown ſo little and contemptible asthe Church of Ere- 
[2nd inthis Kingdom ſhe now 1ntitles her ſelf the Church of: 
Witneſs the Elections of the laſt three Parliaments before this. 
I know it may beſaidthe Perſons choſen were Church goers, ; 
I confels it for the Law would have them ſo. But no bod 
were more avers to the Politicks of the. Clergy ; infomuc 
that the Parſon and the Pariſh almoſt every where divided 
upon the queſtion of their Election. In truth, it has been the 
Favonr and Countenance of the Crown, and not her intrinſick 
Intereſt or Value, that has kept. her up to this Day ; elſe 
her Penal Laws, the Butzark of the Church of Eneland by 
the ſame figure,that ſhe is one againſt Popery, had ſunk her 
long ſince. PF : 

I hope I may, by this time, conclude, without oFence;that 
the Penal Lans have been a Make-bate in tlie great Family of 
the Kinzdom, ſetting the Father againſt his Children, and 
B:ethren againſt Brethren ; not only giving the Empire to 
one, but endeavouring to extinguiſhthe relt, and that fyr this 
tie Church of England has once paid a ſevere Reckoning, I 
apply it thus : Is it not her Intereſt to be caretal ſhe docs it 
not a ſecond time ? ſhe has a fair oppertunity to prevent tit, 
and keep her ſelf where ſhe is, that 1s, the Pu>lick Religion 
of the Country, with the real Maintenance of it ; whichis 
a plain'preference to all the reſt. It ſhe hopes by her averſion 
to a general eaſe, to ſet up for a Bulwark agaialt Popecy, 
one Year will ſhow the trick and mightily deceive her, ai: 
the oppertunity will be loit, and another Bargain driven, I 
dare allure her, mightily. to her diſadvantage. Viclence and 
Tyranny ate no natural Conſequences of Popery,for then they 

| would 


" 


( 43) 


would follow every where, and in all places and times alike. 
But we ſee in twenty Governments in Germany there is none 
for Religion,nor was not for an Age in Frarce, and in Polax/, 
the Popith Cantons of Switzerland, I entice, Lucca, (.o!ora, 
&c. where that Religion is Dominant, the People enjoy 
their Ancient and Civil Rights a little more Steadily then 
they. have of late time done in ſome Proteſtant Countri:s 
neerer home, almoſt ever ſince the Reformation. Is this 
againtt Proteſtancy ? no, but very much againſt Proteſtants. 
For had they been true to their Principles, we had been upon 
better Terms. . So that the Reformation was not the fault, 
but not keeping to it better then ſome have done; For where- 
as they were Papiſts.that both obtain'd the Great Charter an1 
Charter of Foreſts, and in the ſuccefſive Raigns of the Kings 
of their Religion, Induſtriouſly Iabour'd the Confirmation of 
them, as the great Text.of their Liberties and,Properties, by 
above thirty other Laws ; wefndalmoſt an equal number to 
Deſtroy them, and but, one made in their Favour ſince tite 
Reformation, and that ſhredly againſt the will of the high 
Church-men to; I mean #he Petition of Right, in the rhird 
Year of Charles the firſt. -. In ſhort, They deſire a legal S2cu- 
rity with us, and we are afraid of it, leaſt it ſhould inſecure 
us ; when nothing can doit ſo certainly as. thzir Inſecurity, _ 
for Safety makes no man Deſparate. . And he that ſeeks cals 

by Law, therefore does it, becauſe he would not attempt it 
by Force. . Are we afraid of their Power and yet provoke it ? 
if this Jealouſie and- Averſion prevail, it may drive her to a 
Bargain with the Kingdom for ſuch general Redemption of 
Property, as may. deſolve our great Corporation of Con- 
{cience,and then ſhe will think that half a Loaf had been bet- 
ter then no Bread, and that it had been more adviſable to have 


parted with Penal Laws, that only ſerv'd to drels her in Satyr, 


then have loſt all for kceping them ; eſpecially, when ir 
was 
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was but parting with Spurs, C/aws and Bills that made her 
look more like a Vulter then a Dove, and a Lien then'a 
Lamb, 

Bur T proceed to my next reaſon, why it 1s her Intereſt to 
Repeal thoſe Penal Laws, (tho a greater cannot be advanc'd 
to.men then /e!f* Preſervation) and that is, - That ſhe elſe breaks 
with a King heartily :nilin'd to preſerve her by any way that 4s 
_ a0t Perſecuting, and whole Intereſt {he once perſu'd at all 

adventures, when more then {he ſees was {uggelted to her by 
' the men of the Intereſt ihe oppoled in favour of his claim. 
' What then has befallen her,thar {he changes the courle ſhe took 
with {ucitretolutions ofPerſeverance ? for bringing him to the 
Crown with this Religion, could not be more her duty to lus 
Title, orher Intereſt to ſupport her own, ther it is ſtill, to 
be fair with him. If ſheow'd the one to him and to Chriſti- 
2nity, ſhe is not 1:{s indebted to her ſelf the other. Does He 
eek-to impoſe his own Religion upon her'? by no means. 
There is no body would abhor the attempt, or, - at 'all ad- 
ventures, condemn it more then my felt, What then 1s the 
matter? why he defires eaſe for his Religion, {he does not 
think fit to conſider him 1n:this, (no not tothe Kings ſhe 
- brought with this objection to the. Crown) Certainly the is 
much in the wrong, and ſhows her ſelf an 11] Courtier (tho 
it was become her cating) firſt ro.give him Roaſt-Meat,then 
beat him with the Spit, Is not this to quit thoſe high Princt- 
plesof Loyalty and Clriitianity ſhe vaju'd her felt once up- 
on, and what ihe can, provoke the. milchiets ſhe'fears'? - cer- 
tainly this 13 dividing 1:1 judgment from him that ihe has ac- 
knowiedoed robe ner Ecoleſraſt ial Head, 

My vtifth reaion 15, that as the making and cxecuting the 
Penal Laws for Religion atects all the ſeveral Parties of Pro- 
teſtant Dillunters as well as the Papitts (the Judges in FPareh- 
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bars to, and Ie at the Head of them, giving it as rhetr opt- 
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-nion, they were equally expoſed'to thoſe Laws ) and that 
are thereby naturally driven intoan Intereſt with them ; fo it 
-'15 at this time greatly the prudence of the' Church of England 


to repeal them, for by ſodoing ſhe divides that Intereli that 
ſelf preſervation allows all men to perſue, that are: united by 
danger : ' And ſince ſhe'is afſur'd the Papifts ſhall not have the 
Teſs eaſe in this King's time then if the Laws were Repeal'd, 
-- and that her fears are not of the fticceeding Raigns, how is 
++ their Repeal a greater inſecurity, eſpecially, 'when by that, 
- ſhe draws into her Intereſt all the ProteſtantDiſſenters,that are 
abundantly' more conſiderable then the Papifs, and that are 
- as unwilling that Popery ſhould be: National as herſelf, For 
if this be not granted, ſee what Reputation follows to the 
* Church of 'Enz/axd. ' She tells the King ſhe does not, deſire- 
his Friends fhould be Perſecuted, yet the forbearance muſt not 
| be by Declaration to ſave the Government, nor by Law to fave 
her ; and without one of theſe; Warrants, every civil Magi- 
ſtrate and Officer in England is Perjur'd that ſuffers them in 
"that Liberty againſt Law. , How can ſhe be ſincerely willing 
that ſhould be done, that ſhe! is not willing ſhould be done 
" legally? SRLoanh 4 
But'S:xrhly, the Church of Exglaxddoes nct know but they 
"or ſome other Party may at one time or other prevail. It 
*{eems to me her Intereſt tofet a good Example, and fo to be-. 
ſpeak caſic terins for her ſelf. T know of none Intended, and 
believe no body: but her ſelf cag.place her ſo Low, yet if it 
were her unhappineſs, I think tohavecivil Property ſecur'd 
out of the Queition of Religion, and Conſtraint upon Con- 
'{cience prevented by a Glorious Magna Charte for the Liberty of 
it, werenot athing of ill Conſequence to her Intereſt. Let 
us but confidcr what other Princes did for their own Religion, 
'within the laft ſeven Raigns, when they ,came to the Crown, 
-and we cannot think {0 ſoft and equal a thing as an impartial 
'H | Liberty 
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Eierty of Conſcience, aſter all that has becn ſaid of a Popiſh 
Sacce!lor, an ordinary CharaCter of a Prince, or a mean Af-. 
luranceto us : This ought not to ſlip her Reflection. Belides, 
t16:< 15 ſome care due to Polterity : Tho the preſent Mem- 
bers of her Conmunion may eſcape the 'Tempration, their 
Children may not: They may charge the Religion of their 
Education, aud Conſcientioully chute {yme ocher Communi- 
on. Would they ſubmit the Fortunes they leave them io the 
Rape of hungry Conrtiers, Biegots and indigent Informers, 
or have their poor Polterity, Ixpoveriſyt, Baniſlrior Executed 
tor Sober and Religious Dillenc? God knows into whole hands. 
theſe Laws at lait may fall, what Miſchiet they may do, aad 
to whom. Believe me, a King of the humor of Sr 7. XK. of ' 
the He, or Sr W. A. of Readize, or Sr KR. B. orS: SS, of 
London, would, with ſuch vouchers, quickly make a Go!lgatha 
of the Kingdom. It ſhethunks her ſelf conſiderable in Num--. 
ber or Eſtate, ſhe will have the more to looſe. Let her not. 
therefore eſtabliſh that in the Prejudice ot others, that may in. 

thc hands of others turn to her Prejudice. | 
La#ly, T would not have her mils the advantage that is . 
deſign'd her by thoſe that perhaps ſhe thinks worſt.of: F 
dare ſay no body would willingly ſee the Presbyteriaz in her - 
Chair, and yet that may happen to be the Conſequence of her 
Tenaciouſnels in a little time. For it the Averſion her Sons 
promote by whole {ale againit Popery {hould prevail, che re-- 
mains of itin her ſelf are notlike to eſcapeitirat Reformation: . 
I mean, her Epiſcopal Government, and the Ceremonies of her 
Worſhip, for which ſhe has vextthe moit' Cuniciencious Peo- 
ple of this Kingdom above an Age palt. And the Presbyte- 
riax being a.Rich, Induitrious and Numerous Party, as well 
among the, Nobility and Gentry, ,as Lrading and Country - 
People, 1 cannot fce. but the next Motion, nacurally ſpeaking, . 
is like to tend.that way ; tor other Parties, however well 
eltcemed,. 
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efteemed may ſeem too great a ſtep of Reformation at 
-once, and methinks ſhe has taſted enough of that Reg imerr, 
to beonce wile, and keep the Ba/arce in her own Hands. Anda 
certain it 15, that nothing will ſo ejtectually do this,as the en- 
treated Liberty of Conlcience; for then there will be tour 
Patties of Diſlenters beſides her ſelf, ro Balance againit ary 
Deſigns thac may warp or byaſs things to their Advancement. 
And that wiich oughr to induce rhe Church of Erg/ena not 
a lictle to haſten 8s well as do the thing, 1s this, ihe 1s 
now a ſort of National Church by Power, ſhe will then be tie 
Publick Church by Concurrence of all Parties. Inttead of 
Enemies to invade or undermine her, they tiat ſhould do it 
ar2 made the Friends of her ſatety by tne happinels they en- 
joy through her complacency : An it any ſhould be foun- 
n1:ural or ungratetul to her,the Inte-eſt of the rett will oblige 


tixcm to be her Spys and Security againit the Ambition of any 
ſuch Party. 1 do heartily pray to God that he would exlighter 
the Eyes of her Leaders, and give them good Hearts too, that 


F:iftion may nor prevail againit Charity, in the name of Re- 
ligion: And avove all,that ſhe would not be proud of her 
Numbers, or {taad off upon that Reflection ; tor that alone 
will quickly lefſen them in a Nation loving Freedom as much 
as this we livein; Aad what appears in the Town 15 an ill 
Glaſs to takea proipect of the Country by : "There are Pa- 
riihes that have Fiireen Thouſand Souls in them and it 
» two come toChiurchit is matter of Brag, tho halt thereit be 
lown amon; rhe ſeveral diſſenting Congregations of rheir 
Judgment, I wouid not have her miitaken, tho Pgrery be an 
Unpopular thing "tisas certain ſhe of a long time has no: bocn 
Popular, and on ther Principle never can be : And it fac lnouid 
Plow with that Heier cow,and gaina little by the Averi.cn 
to Popery ; whe 1t 13 diicern'd that Popery does return to 
the civil Incerclt of the Kingdom they Will quickly be 
H 2 F;ietds, 
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Friends. For beſides that we.are the eaſieſt and beſt natur'd- | 
People in the World to be apeas'd, there are thoſe charms in 


. 


Liberty and Property to Engliſh Nature that no endeavours 


can-reſt{t or diſapoint. And can we reaſonably think the Ro- - 
maniſts will not be wanting in that, when they ſee it is their 
own (and. perhaps.their only) Intereſt to do 10? Theſe are | 
the Arguments which, I confeſs, have prevalled with me to , 
importune the Church of. Eng/azd to yeild to the Repeal of 
all the Penal Statutes, and I ſhould be glad to fee them either 
well refuted or ſubmitted to.. . | 
T ſhall now Addreff my ſelf to thoſe of the Roman Church, 
and hope to make it appear it is their Intereſt to fit down thank- 
fully with the Liberty of Conſcience herein deſired, and that a 
Toleration and no more, is that which all Romaniſts ought to 
be ſatisfied with. ... My Reaſons are theſe. . Firſt, The yo 
zioz that. Popery every where finds : For in nothing 1s the 
Kingdom ſo much of. a mind as in this Averſion : - Tis no 
news, and ſo may be the better ſaid and taken. I ſay then 
this Unity,. this Univerſality and this Viſibility againlt Pope- .. 
' ry, make the attempt, for more then Liberty of Conſcience, 
too great and Dangerous. . I believe there may,be ſome poor 
filly Biggots that hope bigger, and talk further, but who can 
help that ? there are weak People of all ſides, and they will be 
making a Pudder : But what's the language of their true In- 
tereſt, the Infallible guide of the wiſer Men.? Safety certain- 
ly ; and that in ſucceeding Raigns to chuſe : ' And if ſo, their 
Steps mult be. modeſt, for they are Watcht and Number'd. 
And tho their Prudence ſhould ſubmit to their Zeal, both 
mult yeild to Neceſſity, whether they like it or no. What 
they convert upon the Square, Perſweſion.T mean, is their own 
and muc\ good may it do them. .. But the fear 1s not of this, 
and for compelling the avers Gernizs of the Kingdom,they have 
not the means, What ever they would do if they had them : 


Which 
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which is my ſecond Reaſon, I ſay they have rot the Power, 
andthat is what we apprehend moſt. "There are three things 
that prove this in my Opinion. Firſt, thezr want of Hanzs, 
next,vart of T ime, and laitly, therr Intrſtine Diviſion; which, 
whatever we think, 15 not Inconſiderable. They are few, we 
muſt all agree, to the Kingdom, upon the bett Computation 
that could be made : Out of eight Mili:ons c! People, they 
are not thirty Thouſand, and thoſe but tlialy fownup and 
down the Nation; by which it appears thac. the Diſproportion 
of the natural {trength is not leſs then. two naundred & i=venty 
Perſons to one. So that Popery in Erg/azd is like a &p:rit 
without a Body,or a General without an Army. Jt can lint no 
more then Bullets without Powder. or a Sworc an. pou Hand 
to uſe it. Idareſay.there 1s not of that Communion,cnough at 
once, to make all the Coal Fires in Lox40z, and yet we arg 
apprehenſive they are able to Conſume the whole Kingdom. 
I am ſtill more afraid of her fears then of them; for rho 
they ſeem high, ſhe thinks their Religion in no Raign has ap- 
peared much lower. 

O but they have the King of their Side, and he has the 
Executive Power in his Hands! True, and this I call the 
Artificial {trength of the Kingdom. But I ſay, firſt we have 
his Word to bind him. And tho ſome may think our Kings 
cannot be tyed by their People, certainly they may be tyed 
by themſelves. What if I don't look upon the ACt of both 
Houſe to oblige the King, his own Concethon muit ; and that 
may be given in an Act of State. I takethe King to beas well 
obliged in Honour and Conſcience to what he promiſes his 
People in another Method, as if it had been by his Royal Al- 
ſent in Parliament ; for an honeſt mans Word 1s x: every 
where, and why a Kings ſhould not. I can't tell. *Tis true, 
the:Place differs and the Voice comes with greater Solemuity, 
but why it ſhould with greater 'Truth I know not. -And it 

| the 


( *5 ) - 
the Charch of England will bs be adviſed to give him the 
opportunity of keeping his repeated Word with her, and not 
deprive her ſelf of that advantage by Jealoufies and Diſtances 
tac make her ſuſpected, and may force him intoanother Con- 
duct, 'I cannot help believing that the King will not to a tittle 
let hier feel che aſſurance and benefit of his Promiſes. 

But next, we have his Ape for our Security, which is the 
fecond Proof, of the ſecond Reaſon, why the Papilts ſhould 
look no tarther then a Toferation. "This 15 the want of time T 
mentioan'd, They have but oze Life in the Leaſe, and *tis 
out of 'their power torenew.; and this Life has liv'd fait too, 
andis got within ſeven of threeſcore ; A greater Aze then 
moſt of his Anceſtors ever attain'd. Well, bat he has az Army 
and mary Officers of hu own Religion. And if it be {o, whar 
can it do ? It may ſuppreſs an Inſarrection, but upon the at- 
cemps we fooliſhly tear, they were hardly a Breakfatt to the 
Quarters they live in. Forit they were together, ail the con- 
fines or remote parts of the Nation would Rie like Graſs upon 
them, and if diſperſed, to be ſure they have not ſtrength for 
fuch an Attempt. _ 

But if they are not ſufficient, there is a Potent Prince not far 
'off can help the Defizn, who is not angry with Proteſtancy at 
home only. Suppole this, 1s there not as Potent Naval Powers 
to alfiſt the Conititution ofthe Kinzdom from ſuch Invaſions ? 
yes, and Land ones too. And as the Proteſtant Governments 
have more Ships then the other, ſo an equal Land Force, 
when by ſuch attemprs to make Popery univerſal, they are 
awaken'd to the uie of them : But certainly we muit be very 
filly to think the King ſhould futter ſo great a thake to 1s own 
Tucereſt as admitting an Army of Forraigners to enter 1113 
Kinzdom on any prerence, mutt necetlarily occaſion. Theſe 
B«/i-Begeers, and Kaw-Heads and Bloody-Bores, are the Ma- 


lice of foe, and Weaknet; of others. Bur time, that Lnt'o-ms: 
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Children, will tell the World the meaning of the Fright. 

Fhe third Proot of my ſecond Reaſon, is the Inteſtine Di- 
viſion. among themſelves. "That Diviſion, weakens a great 
Body, and rendersa {mall one harmleſs, all will agree. Now 
that. there i5ſucha thing as Diviſion among them 1s town talk 
The Scculars & Kegulars have ever been two Intereſts all the: 
Roman Church over, and they are not only ſo here, but the 
Regulars differ among themſelves. There is not a Cotfee-Houſe 
in Town that does not freely tell us that the Jeſuztes and Be- 
wediftines arc atvariance, that Count Da-Da the Popes Nun- 
cio and Biſhop Ly#ora Diſſent mightily from the Politicks of , 
the firit ;, Nay t'other Day the Story was that they had pre- 
vaiPd Entirely over them. The Lords and Gentlemen 
of her Communion have as warmly conteſted about the 
lengths they ought to go, Moderation ſeems-to be the conclu-. 
fion. Together they are /#tle, and can do little; and:divided, 
they are Contemptible inſtead of Terrible. 

Laſtly, the Roman Church ought to.be diſcreet, and think 
of nothing further then the entreated general Eaſe, becauſe it 
would beancxtream that muſt beget anotherin the ſucceeding 
Raign.. For asI can never think her ſo weak as well as baſc,. 
that after all her Arguments for the Jas d:ivinum of Succeſl1-. 
on, {he ſhould, in the Face of the World, attempt to violate it - 
in the wrong of One of another Per{waſion, (for that were- 
an eternal loſs of her with- Mankind) So if ſhe does nor, 
and yet is Extravagant, ſhe only riſes higher to fall. lower 
then all others in another Raign. This-were provoking their 
own Ruin. And. to ſay true, either way would; as the 
ſecond Letter has: it, diſcredit her. for ever and make true 
Prophets of thoſe they had taken: ſuch pains to prove falſe 
Witneſſes, And ſuppoſing her to reckon upon the juſt 
Succeſhon, nothing can recommend her , or continue her: 
happineſs in a Raign of agother Judgment , but this Li- 
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berty equally maintain'd, that other Perſwafions, more nu- 
merous, for that reaſon as well as for their own ſakes, are 


obliged to inſure her. Here the Foundation 1s broad and 


ſtrong, and what is built upon it, has the looks of long Life. 
The Indenture will art leaſt be, guizt-pertzte, and Parties 
are not ſo mortal as Men. Andas this joyns, ſo it preſerves 
Intereit intire, which amounts to a Religiome Amity and a 
Civil Vnity at the worlt. 

Upon the whole matter, Tadviſe the Members of the Ro- 


| nan Communion in this Kingdom, to be moderate, *tis their 


Duty and it belongs to all mento ſee it and feel it from them, 


and it behoves them mightily they ſhould ; for the firſt part 
_ of this Diſcourſe belongs to their Hopes, as well as to the 


Church of Exglarads Fears,v1z. the Daty and Spirit of Chriſt i- 


anity. Next, let them do good Offices between the King and 
his excellent Children, for as that will be well taken by ſo 


_ affeCtionate a Father, ſo it gives the lie to their Enemies Sug- 


geltions, and recommends them to the Grace and Favour of 


' the Succeſſors. And:having ſaid this, I have ſaid all that be- 


lowgs to them in particular. .There is left only my Addreſs to 


- the Proteſtant Diſſenters and a general . Conclulion to finifh 
. this Diſcourle. 


Your Caſe that are called Proteſtant Diſſenters, differs 


, mightily from that of the Church of England and Rome. For 


the firſt have the Laws for her, the laſt the Prizce. Thoſe 
Laws are 474i}? you, and ihe 1s not willing they ſhould be 
Repcal'd: Fae Prince ot<:5 £2 be kind to you if you pleaſe; 
Your Intereſt, 15 cus Conjunttare, 1s the Queſtion. I think 
noA42 ought to be made, that 1t 15 the Liberty of Conſcience, 
deſired, o2cti'y you have much more need of it, having nej- 
ther Laws nor Prince of yorr inde, nor a Succefſor of any of 
your Pe-lwailnns. The fears of Popery I know reach you ; but 


1r 15 tO bs remeabered allo, that it the Laws arcnot Repealed, 
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there wants no new ones to Deſtroy you, of the Papiſts mia- 
. king; ſo that every fear you are taught to have of their 
Repeal, is againit your ſelves. Suppoſe your Apprehenli- 
ons well -grounded, you can but be Deſtroy'd; Which 'is 
molt comfortable for vou to ſuter by Law or without it. ? 
The Church of t:»g ans, by her Penal Laws, and the Doftrinc of 
Headſhip,has Arined thac Religion (as it falls out) to Deitroy 
you, Nay. haz made 1t a Duty inthe King to do it, from 
w uch (lays ſhe) nothing but an A&& of Partiamefit -can2Þ- 
ſolve him,% that ſhe 13 not willing toallow. Andis irnotas tes 
Jonablethat you ſhould ſeek their Repeal, that if you ſufer from 
the t apilts, Ir may be without human Law, as «well as ageinf 
friits Law, as for the Curch of 'Enplard to keep therh'in 
force, becaule it {he ſu ters, it ſhall be2gainit the Laws mae. 
-to uphold 1er? Fur avr repealing them, brings you an inevi- 
table miſchief, and ber, ar mott, but an uncertain ſafety ; tho 
*tis certain, ſhe at the ſame time wiliSacrifice'you to it. And 
yet if I were in her cat:, it would pleaſe me better to remove 
Laws that might r29c2ach me, and ftop my Mouth when 
- turn'd againit 'm*, ani be content, that i i Super fer (my 
Religzioa, icis againlt che Law of God, Chriftianity and the 
 Faxdamextals of the old and true Civil Government of my 
Counrry, betore ſuch Laws helpt to {poil-it. Tn ſhort, you 
malt extizer go #0 C,,urch, or Meet, or let fall your Woryhipp ing 
of God in tiic way you believe. It cne firſt, you are Hyps- 
erites, and give away the'Cauſe, and reproach your dead 
Brethrens Sincerity, and gratifis che old accuſation of Schr/aw, 
Ambition, Fc. and finally looſe the Hope and Reward of 2H 
your Sufferings. If the ſecond, 'viz. that you Meet ag 4:7 ff 
La, you run into the Mouth of the Government, whofe 
Teeth are to mect in you and De:troy you, as by Law ef4- 
blifhed,, If thelaft, you deny your Faith, over-tbrow your 
-own Argumeats, fail away from tac Apoltolcal 'Dottrine of 
| allempling 
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aſſembling together, and {ormuſt fall into the Hands of God, 
and under the troubles of your own Conſciences and woun-. 
dings of his Spirit, of whuch tis ſaid, who cap bear them. So 
that nothing 1s plainer then that Protea»? Diſſenters are not 
oblio'd to govern themtelves after ſuch Church of F ng land 
Meaſures, {uppoſing her Fears and Fealouſies better Bottom'd 
then they are : For they are neither 1n this Kings time in the 
ſme Condition, with her if the Penal Laws remain in force, 
nor like to be ſo, if ſhe can help it, in tlie next Raign, if they 
are not Repeald in this ; ſo that they are to be cercainly 
Perſecuted now,in hopes of an uncertava Liberty then. Un- . 
certain both whether 1t will be 1n her Power, and whether 
ſhe will do it if it be. "The Langnage of Fear and Aſſurance 
are two things, Afidio» promiles what Proſperity rarely 
performs. Of this the Promiſes made to indrice the late 
Kings Reſtoration, and the cancelling of the former Declara- 
tion, and what followed upon both are a plain proof. And 
tho the laſt Weftminfter Parliament enclin'dtoit; no body 
{o mueh oppos'd it as the Clergp,and the moſt Zealous Sons of 
that Church : . And if they could or would not then ſee it to 
be reaſonable, I can't ſee why one ſhould truſt ro People fo 
ſelfiſh and ſhort ſighted. . But if {he will ſtoop to all thoſe Diſc . 
ſenting Intereſts, that are Proteſtant, it muſt either be by a 
en, and then ſhe muſt part with her Biſhops, her 
Common-Prayer, her Ceremonies, and. this it ſelf is but Pres- 
byterian ; (and ſhe mult go lower Ft if ſhe will comprehend 
thereſt) or, if not, ſhe muſt Perſecute or give this Liberry o 
Conſcience at lalt ; which, that ſhe will ever yeild to uncom- - 
pel'd, andat a time.too, when there is none to do it, while 
the refuſes it under her preſent preſſing Circumſtances, I con- 
fefs I cannot apprehend. But there 1s yet oneArgument that can 
never fail to oblige your compliance with the General Eaſe en- 
treated; viz. hat the Penal Laws are againſt or great Law 
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*of Property, and ſo void. in themſelves. This has been tlie 
Language of every Apology, and that which, to fay true, is 

' not to be an{wer'd: How then can you decline to help their 

Repecal, that in Conſcience, Reaſon and Law you think void it 

their own Nature? _ ; 

Laſtly, There 1s nothing that can put you-in a Condition 
to help your [elves or the Church of Enzlayd againit the Do- 
mination of Popery, but that which ihe weakly thinks the way 
'to hurt you both, viz. The Repeal of the Penal Laws. For 

as you are, 'you are #zed Hand and Foot, you are not your Own 
men, you can neither ſerve her nor your ſelves, you are faſt in 
the Stocks of her Laws, and the courſe ſhes would have you 
take, is to turn Martyrs under them to ſupport them. If 
you like the Bargain you are the beſt natur'd People in the 
World, and ſomething more. Andſince Begging is in Fa- 
ſhion, I ſhould dehre no other Boox ; for upon ſo plain a loſs 
of your Wits, b goed Eſtates will of courſe fall a ſtray to tlie 
"Government, ſo that without the help of a Penal Law, you 
'make an admirable Prize, 

TI have nomind to end fo pleaſantly with you. I have a ſin- 
cere and Chriſtian regard to you and yours. Be not Couz#'d, 
wor Captions, at this Funiture, T know ſome of you are told, if 
you loſe this Liberty ,you Introduce Idolatry, and for Conſcience 
{ake you cannot do it. But that's a pure miſtake,and improv'd, 
I fear, by thoſe that know it is ſo, which makes it the worſe ; 
for it is hot Introducing idolatry (taking for granted that Po- 
pery is ſo) but ſaving the People from being Deltroy'd that 
profeſs that Religion. If Chrift, and his Apoſtles had 
taken this courſe with the World, rhey muſt have K/lſedthem 
inſtead of Converting them. *'Tis your miſtake to think the 
Jewiſh rigorous Conſtitution is adequate to the Chri/tian Dil- 
_penſation ; by no means':: That one Conceit of Tudaiſtzg 
Chriſtianity in our Politicks, has filld the World with Miſery, 
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of. which this poor Kingdom. has.had its ſhare. 7dolators are. 


to be Enlighten'd and Perſwaded, as St Paul did the Athenians 
and Romans, and not knockt on the Head, which mends no 
body. And to lay a Chriſtian Magiltrate is to.do that, that a 
Chriſtian can't do, is ridiculous ; unleſs like the Biſhop of 
| Munſter, who goes like a Biſhop -one part of the day, and a 
Souldier the other,he isto be a Chriſtian in the Morning and .4 
Magiſtrate in the Afternoon. Belides, 'tis onething to enaCt a 
Religion National, and Compel Obedience to 1t (which would 
make this Caſe abominable indeed) and another thing to take. 
of unchriſtian Penalties for the ſake of ſuch miſtakes, ſince 
that is to give them Power to hurt others, and this only te 
fave you trom being hurt for meer Religion. 

To conculde my Addreſs to you, of all People, it would 
look the moſt diſingenious 1a you, and give you an Aire, the 


leaſt Senſible, Charitable and Chriſtian not to endeaver ſuch 
an Eaſe that have ſo much wanted it, and ſo often and ſo ear- 


neſtly preſſed it, even to clamour. But that you ſhould do it 
for their ſakes who have uſed you ſo, and that the Inſtruments. 
of their Cruelty, the Pena; Laws, {hould from a common 
Grievance become a Darling to any among you, will be ſuch a. 
Reproach to your Underitandings and Conſciences, that 20. 


time or argument can wipe off, and which I beſeech God and: 
you to prevent. 
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T he Conclufton. - 

- Shall contlude with one. Argument, that equally concerns 
- you 21ll, and that 15 this ; youclaim the Charter of Eg lf 
Afez. Now to be an Engliſh Mann the fence of the Govern-. 
ment, 35 tobe a Freemay, whether Lord orCommoner,to hold, 
| | his. 
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«Fi; Liberty and Poiſeffions by Laws of his twn conſenting uhts, 
and not to forteit them upon FaQts made Faults, by Humour, 
Faction er Partial Interelt prevailing in» the Governing part a= 
gain the Conſtitution of the Kingdom ; but for Faults only, 
that are ſuch in the nature of civil Government ; to wit, 
Breaches. of thoſe Laws that are maae by the whole, iz perſuance 
of common Right, for the good of the whole. ; 

This regard mult at no time: be negleQed, or violated to- 
wards any one Intereſt ; for the moment we concede to ſuch 
a Breach upon our General -Liberty, be it from an averſion 
we carry to the Principles of thole we expoſe, orſome little 
finiſter and temporary Benefit of our own, we Sacrifice our 
folves in the prejudices we draw upon others, or futter them 
to fall under ; for our Interett 1m tius reſpect is common. If 
then as Exgliſh men, we areas mutually interelted in the invi- 
olable conlervation of each others Civil Rights, as men em- 
bark'd in the {ame Vellel are. toſave the Ship they are in for 

their ewn ſakes, we ought to Watch, Serve and Secure the 
Intereſt of one another, becaule it is our own to dolo ; and 
not by any means endure that to be done to pleaſe fome nar- 
xow regard of any one Party, whreh tay be drawn in Example 
«1 ſome other turn of Power to our own utter Rain.. . 

Had this Honeſt, Juit, Wiſc and Engliſh Conſideration 
prevailed wat!: our Anceſtors of all Opinions from the days 
of Richard the ſecond, there had been lels Blood, Impriſonment, 
Plunier, Beggery for the Government of this Kingdom to 
anſwer for. Shall I ſpeak within our own knowledge, and 
that without Olence, there has been Ruin'd, fince the late 
Kings Reſtoration, above Fifbeen Thouſand Famnuites, 
and more then Ftve Thouſanz Perſons Dead under Bonds 
for matters of er Conſcience to God : ; But who hath laid 
it to Heart? It 2s high time now we {hould,eſpecially when our 
King,wath ſo much Grace aad Goodaels:leads us the w: 


——_ 
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T beſeech you all;if you have any Reverence towards cod 


any Value tor the Excellent Conititucion of this Kingdom, 
any Teaderneſs for your Colterity, any Lovetor your dScives, 
yuu would emorace t/iis happy Conjuncture, and periue a com- 
mona Expedient ; That ſince we cannot agree to meet in one 
Profeflioa of Religion, we may entirely do it 11 this comiunn 
Civil lacereit where we are all equally engaged ; andthe.ctore 


we 0uzi1t for our own ſakes ro ſeek one anorhers Security, tliat 


if wecaanot be the Better, we may not be the-Worle tor onr 
Perſwaſtons, in things, that bear n- relation to them, and in 
which,it is impoſſiole we lhould Su.ter, and the Government 
eſcape, that is ſo much couacern'd in the civil Support and 
Prolperity of every Lar.y and Perſon that belongs to it. 

Ler us not theretore uphold Pezal Laws againit any of our 
[Religious Perſwalions, nor make Te/fs our ut each others 
Faiths, to exclude one another our civit Rights ; for by the 
fame Reaſon that denying 7 raſubſtartiation, is made One to 
.exclude a Papiſv, toown it, may be made one to exclude a 
Church of England-man, a Pres:yterian, an Independant, a 

QCaaker,and Anabaptift : For the Queition is not who is in the 
rizh:c in Opinion, but whether he 15 not in Practice i» the 
wrozg, that for fuch an Opinion deprives his Neighbour of 
his common Rizht? Now 'tis certain there is not one of any 
Party,that would willingly have al ef made our othisBelieve, 
to abridge him of his native Priviledge; and-therefore nei- 
ther the Opinion of 1 raſubſtaxtion in the Papilts, [prſcopacy 
in the Charch of Ezg/and Man, Free-will 1n the Arminian , 
Preaeſlination in the Presbyterian, Perticalar Churches ;n 
the in lependant, Dripping of adult People inthe Anabaprilt, 
nor v0t-{weartzg in the Quaker, ought to be madea Teſt of, 
to :prive him of the comforts of his Life, or render him 
incapavle' of the ſervice of 'his Country, to which by a na- 
cal Qoligation he ts indebted, and from which, no Opinion 


can 
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can-diſcharge him, and for that Reaſon, much leſs ſhould 
any other Party thigk wc fit, or in their power to exclude 
him. | 

And indeed it were ridiculous to talk of giving Liberty of 
Conſcience(which yet few have now the fore- liead to oppoſe) 
and ar the ſame time imagine thoſe Tefts that do exclude 
men that Service and Reward, oug!1t to be continued : For 
though it does not 1nmediately concern me, bcing neither 
Officer ror Papiſt, yer the Conſequenze is general, and every 
party ,even the Church of Exglazd, wili fin{ her ſelf concern'd 
upon reflection ; For the cannot allure her {elf i nay not 
come to be her turn. : 

But, Is it not an odd thing, that by leaving them on foot, 
every Body [hall *ave Liberty of Conſcience out the Gover: 
ment ? for whilea man is out of Office, he is Teft-free, but 
the hour he is choſca to any ſtation, be it in the Lesi/latioz or 
Adminiſtration, he muſt withdraw his Confcience to hold it, 
or be excluded with the Brand of Diſſent : . And can this 5e 
equal or wile? Is thisthe way to employ inzn tor the good of 
the Publick, where Opinon prevails above vertne, and Abilt- 
ties are ſubmitted to the humour of a Party; ſurely none can 
think this a Care for Diviſion, or that Animoſities are like to 
be prevented by the only ways 1n the World that beget and 
heighten them. Nor 1s it poſlible that the eaſe that ſhould 
be granted can coutinue long when the Party in whoſe favour 
they are not repeal 'd,may thereby be enabled to turn the point 
of the {word again upon Dillenters. 

I know Holland is given in Objection to this extent of free- 
dom,where only oze Perſwaſion hs theGovernment,tho the reſt 
their Libercy : But they doir't contider, firit, how much more 
Holland i «zaer the power of Neceſi: y then we are. Next, hat our 
Conſtitutions differ greatly. For the hirtt, "tis plain, in the little 
compals they live 1n; the uncertainty aad precarioulſneſs of 
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the means of their ſubſiſtance : That'as they are in more 
danzer of Drowning,ſo neerer ruin by any Commotion in the 
S.ate, then other Countries are. 1radzzg is their Support, 
T his, keeps them buly, 7 het, makes them Rich ; and Wealth, 
naturally gives them cautioz of the diforders that may ſpoil 
them of-it. - This maxes the governing Party wary how they 
uſe their power, and the other Intereſts tender how they reſiſt 
it; for upon it, they have reaſon to fear a publick Deſolation z 
ſince Holland has not a natural and Domelticx Fund to rely © 
upon, or return to from ſuch national Diſorders. 

The next Conlweration 15 as clear and cogent ; our Con 
ftitutions differ mighticy: For though they have tite Name 
ofa Republ:ich, yet miner c9ice, 1 order to the Legiiarure 
they are -nuch lc{* tree ttien we are: And fince the Free- 
.holders of all Vartics in Fg lend may Elect, which in Holland 
they can no more do then they- can be cheſen, there 13 good 
reaſon why al; may ve elected to lerve their King & Country 
here. that in He' nd cannot be choten o:f:rve. And it our 
Power to chile be larger then theirs 1n He/and, we aic cer- 
tainly £021 a freer People, and 10 ought net to be contind, 
as they are abont what Perſca ut ts thar mult be chojea : Ne 
thinks it bears no proportion, and theretore t.ie iniianceand 
ObjeQionare improper to our purpoſe. 

Bur ir is {ſaid by ſome, That there capnet be two predomrnant 
Religions, «nd if the Church of tLnygiand be #07 reat, 1 opt. y 
by the Kinss Favour i liketobe ſo. It is certain tizat two pre» 
dominant ieligions, would be two Uppermoits at once, w:.ch 
is nenſence every where: But as 1 cannot fee what cd 
there is for the Church of Fs /azd:to loſe her Churhces or k e- 
venues, {0 while {he has them, Believe me, Ihe is Precominart 
in thething ofihe World that lics neareſt her Guides, £ut i. [ 
were to ſpeak my inclination, I cannot apprenend the neee{:1= 
ty of any Predominant Religion, ungeritanding tis pads; 
; with 
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with Penal Laws in the tale of it: The Miſchief of it, in 
Country of {o many powerful Intereſts as this, I can eaſily 
underſtand, having had the opertunity of ſecing and feeling 
it too: - And becauſe nothing can keep up the Ball of Ven- 
gance like ſuch a Predominant Religion, and that Penal Laws 
and Tefts are the means of the Domination, TI, for that rea» 
{on, think them fit to be Repzal'd, and let Engliſh Mankind 
lay AMEN. | Fe 

- I donot love Quibling, but 'tis true, to a Larnentation,thaf 
there is little of the power of Rel;gion ſeen where there is ſuch 
a predominant one, unlels among thoſe it Domineers over. 

. Iconclude, they that are ſo Predomizart, and they that 
{eels to beſo (be they who they will) move by the ſame Spi- 
rit and Principle, and however dittering their Pretentions and 
Ends-may. be, the odds arc vii lirtle to mts by Walk 1 
ss I muſt certainly be Op; 

" Pare we-then do (fo 1, + 4 Oe AIPE 7, ARG 
ſhow the World, we are not Religious 144/504 j jb o55y kiwi 
Chriſtians without Charity : That Falſe ſelf ſhall not govern 
us againſt True ſelf; nor oppertinity make us Thieves, to our, 
Neighbours for Gods ſake ? the end of Teftzxg and Perſecuting 
under every Revolution of Government, It this we can find 
Mm our Hearts to do, and yct as Mcn, and as Chriltians,as Eng- 
liſh Men, we do but do our Duty, let the Penal Laws and Teſts 
be Repeal'd ; and in order toit, Les ws now take thoſe m2n{[ures 
of men and thing:, that may give our Wiſhes and Endeavyours 
the belt ſucceſs for the publick good, that our Po/terity may 
have more reaſon to bleſs our Mcmorics tor their Freedom and 
. Seenurity,then for their Nature and Taheritance, 
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